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THE IMPORTANCE OF ST JOSEPH 
 

Finally, on this the Fourth Sunday of Advent, our Gospel Reading 
permits us to begin our contemplation of the mystery of the 
Incarnation (God taking flesh) we celebrate at Christmas: “This is how 
the birth of Jesus Christ came about” (Matthew 1:18). 
 

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the birth of Jesus from 
Joseph's perspective. Today's Gospel passage is the second 
movement in this story. In the preceding verses of the first chapter of 
Matthew's Gospel, the Evangelist has listed the genealogy of Jesus, 
tracing his lineage through King David to Abraham. In the chapter to 
follow, Matthew tells of the visit from the Magi, the Holy Family's flight 
into Egypt, and Herod's massacre of the infants in Bethlehem. (The 
other stories which we associate with Christmas, the Annunciation, 
the Visitation, the angel and the shepherds, are found in the Gospel 
of Luke). 
 

We must not gloss over too quickly the difficult circumstances described in today's Gospel. The 
way that Joseph and Mary face these circumstances tells us much about these holy people and 
their faith in God. Joseph and Mary are betrothed to be married. This is sometimes described as 
an engagement period, but it is more than that. Betrothal in first century Jewish culture was in 
fact the first part of the marriage contract. A breach of this contract was considered adultery. 
Mary is found to be with child. If adultery is proven, the punishment might be death. Joseph has 
rights under Mosaic law, but chooses to act discreetly in his plans to break the marriage 
contract, so as to protect Mary. Then God intervenes. 
 

The message of the angel of the Lord given to Joseph in his dream tells us much about the child 
that Mary bears and his role in God's plan. He is conceived by the Holy Spirit. His name will be 
Jesus, which in the Hebrew means “Yahweh saves.” He will be the fulfilment of the prophecy 
heard in today's first reading from Isaiah: “. . . The virgin shall be with child . . . and shall name him 
Emmanuel [God with us].” 
 

Joseph does as the angel of the Lord directs. He takes Mary to be his wife and accepts the child 
in her womb as his own. Joseph and Mary are both cooperative with God's plan. They are both 
models for us of what it means to be faithful servants of God. 
 

Joseph is the patron saint of the Catholic Church, a fact which is often forgotten. Pope Paul VI in 
1969 said “The Church invokes St Joseph as her Patron and Protector through her unshakeable 
trust that he to whom Christ willed to confide the care and protection of his own frail human 
childhood, will continue from heaven to perform his protective task in order to guide and defend 
the Mystical Body of Christ himself, which is always weak, always under attack, always in a state 
of peril”. Three years later Paul VI famously said that “the smoke of Satan has entered the 
Church”, and sadly from that time the Church has been engulfed in scandal, confusion and 
division. So, there is no better time to turn to St Joseph for his protection and prayers. 
 

St Joseph, Foster Father of the Christ-Child, pray for the Church and pray for us. 



THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Sunday 18th December 
9.15am  Confessions until 9.45am (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Fourth Sunday of Advent (St Mary’s) 
10.45am  Confessions until 11.15am (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Fourth Sunday of Advent (Our Lady & St John’s) 
12.45pm  Confessions until 1.15pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
4.15pm  Confessions until 4.45pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm   Holy Mass for the Fourth Sunday of Advent (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.35pm  Confessions until 5.50pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Monday 19th December 
11.30am  Recitation of the Rosary (St Mary’s) 
11.30am  Confessions until 11.50am (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for 19th December (St Mary’s)  
12.30pm  Confessions after the 12noon Mass (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 20th December 
9.00am  Recitation of the Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for 20th December (Our Lady & St John’s) 
10.00am  Confessions after the 9.30am Mass (Our Lady & St John’s) 
    

Wednesday 21st December 
9.30am  Confessions until 9.50am (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Requiem Mass for Michael Lyons (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.55pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.30pm  Confessions until 6.50pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for 21st December (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 22nd December 
9.00am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.25am (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.00am  Confessions until 9.20am (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Friday 23rd December 
9.30am  Confessions until 9.50am (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for 23rd December (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 24th December 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass of Christmas (Our Lady & St John’s) 
8.30pm  First Mass of Christmas (St Mary’s) 
12.00am  Midnight Mass of Christmas by candlelight (St Mary’s) 
 

Sunday 25th December 
10.00am  Dawn Mass of Christmas (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Day Mass of Christmas (Our Lady & St John’s) 

THE ‘O’ ANTIPHONS 
 

The ‘O’ Antiphons are from Vespers (Evening Prayer of the Church), and 
each refers to a title of Jesus.  They begin on 17th December through to 24th 
December.  They are: O Sapientia (O Wisdom), O Adonai (O Lord), O Radix 
Jesse (O Root of Jesse), O Clavis David (O Key of David), O Oriens (O Rising 
Sun), O Rex Gentium (O King of the Nations), and O Emmanuel. Also, each 
one refers to the prophecy of Isaiah of the coming of the Messiah. The hymn 
“O come, O come Emmanuel” is based on the ‘O’ Antiphons.  
 

If we start with the last title and take the first letter of each one -
Emmanuel, Rex, Oriens, Clavis, Radix, Adonai, Sapientia - the Latin words ero 
cras are formed, meaning, Tomorrow, I will come. Therefore, the Lord Jesus, 
whose coming we have prepared for in Advent and whom we have 
addressed in these seven Messianic titles, now speaks to us, Tomorrow, I will 
come. So the O Antiphons not only bring intensity to our Advent preparation, but bring it to a 
joyful conclusion. We’re not sure how this tradition came about but we do know that Boethius, 
who lived from 480-524, wrote about them, so they have been a part of the Church from the 
early times.  



CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCES 
 

Many of us will be feeling the death of our 
loved ones more acutely at this time of year, 
and so the Church offers us the opportunity to 
have them remembered at Mass over the 
Christmas season. If you would like you 
deceased relatives or friends included in Mass 
over Christmas and their name included in the 
Christmas bulletin, then please place their 
names in an envelope and return before 
10.00am this Thursday. Please write ‘Christmas 
Remembrance’ on the envelope. 

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £795.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £340.00 
Building Fund:     £835.00 
Stall:       £90.00 
Votive Candles:     £295.00 
 

TOTAL:        £2,355.00 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 
 

To set up a Standing Order for your collection: 
Account Name - Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

Account No - 00499758   Sort Code - 800877 
 

All UK Taxpayers can join the Giftaid scheme. 

 

FOODBANK 
 

This weekend we are collecting food and 
monetary donations for the local foodbank. If 
you have forgotten to bring your donation with 
you, both churches are open all afternoon.  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY PARTY 
 

Today the Children’s Liturgy party will 
begin in the Parish Hall after the 
12noon Mass and conclude around 
2.00pm. A very special guest will also 
make an appearance (not Fr Wyllie!) 
as well as snacks and party games. 
Fr Wyllie would like to thank the Children’s 
Liturgy leaders for all the work they put in to 
helping our young people understand and 
appreciate the Gospel and for organising this 
party for our younger parishioners.  

       CHRISTMAS COLLECTION ENVELOPES 
 

If you are in Giftaid or you are a UK Taxpayer and would like to make a one off payment through 
Giftaid to the parish, then please take a Christmas Collection envelope from the back of the 
church this weekend and return to the Church at Christmas. Please fill out the details. 

OUR LADY & ST JOHN’S SSVP 
 

A parishioner, who is associated with Celtic 
Football Club, has kindly pledged a signed 
jersey from the current team. The jersey is due 
to be raffled to raise funds for Our Lady & St 
John’s SSVP. All monies raised through the raffle 
will go directly to providing Christmas presents 
for children and young people, food parcels 
and energy bill tokens. If you would like to 
support this fundraiser, raffle tickets priced at 
£1.00 per strip will be available after the Vigil 
Mass and the 12noon & 5.00pm Masses this 
weekend. 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 
 

It is a long standing tradition for parishioners to 
make a monetary gift to the parish at 
Christmas time. Christmas Collection envelopes 
will be available for those who pay UK Tax from 
the back of the church from this weekend. 
Those who are in the Giftaid scheme are asked 
to fill out their details on the envelope. Please 
return these envelopes over Christmas. 

JUSTICE & PEACE 
 

Justice & Peace Scotland focuses 
on social justice, peacebuilding, 
promoting care for creation and 
human rights and supporting the 
Catholic community to live the values of the 
Gospel in service to the poor and marginalised. 
There will be a retiral collection on Sunday 8th 
January for the work they do. A box will be 
available at the back of the church for 
donations. 
If you would be interested in helping to set up 
and form a Justice & Peace Group in our 
parish then please speak with Fr Wyllie. Some of 
the most pertinent issues of today are focused 
around what Justice & Peace focus on.  

WELCOME 
 

This weekend we welcome Fr John-Paul McShane, the parish priest of St Mary’s Lanark and St 
Isidore’s Biggar who will hear confessions and celebrate Mass in our parish this weekend while Fr 
Wyllie does the same in Lanark and Biggar. This is a good opportunity to avail yourself of the 
Sacrament of Confession. Please take advantage of having a visiting priest here and come 
along to confession in preparation for Christmas.   



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Phyllis Nicholson, Selina Gold, Adrienne McEnhill, Kathy Newbound, Ernie Girvan, Pat 
Whalin, Charles Kennedy (Florida), Janet McIntosh, Annette Thomson, Kathleen Brannigan, 
Mandy Murray McVie, Kevin Feeney 
 

RIP - Michael Lyons (Requiem Mass - Wednesday at 10.00am), Bobby Hanlon (Hamilton), Daniel 
Jolly 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Catherine Seagrave, Martin Mulhearn 
 

Please remember to have your dead loved ones prayed for on their anniversary 

EXAMINATIONS OF CONSCIENCE AVAILABLE AT BACK OF THE CHURCH.  

MOTHERWELL DIOCESAN LOURDES PILGRIMAGE 2023 
 

The 2023 Motherwell Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from Friday 14th - Friday 21st 
July. The cost will be approximately £1,000.00. Tagney Tours will send further details about the 
pilgrimage in due course, but if you would like to travel with the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
then please speak with Fr Wyllie and we can maybe take a group from the parish if there is 
enough interest. The sick and the infirm must travel with the Hospitalité, but still speak with Fr 
Wyllie if you would be interested in joining this pilgrimage. 

PARISH STALL 
 

There are still a number of Christmas cards and calendars for sale in our parish stall. Please have 
a look after Mass today and purchase some items to help us keep Christ in Christmas.  

CRIB COLLECTION 
 

As has been the tradition for many years, there will be a box for donations for the St Margaret’s 
Adoption Society at the Crib from Christmas Eve until the Solemnity of the Epiphany. Please give 
as generously as you can to support the wonderful work they do in finding loving adoptive 
homes for children and for the work they do in education and therapy. 

THANK YOU 
 

On Wednesday we welcomed the Motherwell Diocesan Choir to our parish to lead us in a 
beautiful Carol Service. Many thanks to the ladies who put up and decorated the trees for the 
occasion, to John Pitcathley, Des McLean and the members of the choir for leading us in a very 
moving service and to those parishioners who came along and supported this event. 
Unfortunately the weather and sickness impacted the attendance. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Each year we celebrate the Feast of St John on 27th December. Sadly, it can be a forgotten 
Feast day as it is so close to Christmas when most people are hibernating or recovering from the 
excesses of Christmas day and Boxing day, which is a shame as he is the co-patron of Our Lady 
& St John’s and patron of St John’s Primary. Fr Wyllie is proposing to have a special Mass in Our 
Lady & St John’s on Tuesday 27th December at 12noon followed by a little reception and party in 
the Parish Hall afterwards where there will be soup and sandwiches available with tea and 
coffee, prosecco and orange juice. You are free to bring your own bottle too and make an 
afternoon of it. Please consider joining us for the Feast Day of St John at Mass and then the Parish 
Hall. To keep the kids occupied there will be fun activities and games. It promises to be a fun day 
for all the family, so please come along.  


