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JESUS BEGINS HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY 
 

Today’s Gospel describes the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. In the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke (called the Synoptic Gospels), 
Jesus’ public ministry begins after his baptism by John the Baptist and 
after his retreat to the desert where he was tempted by the devil. When 
Jesus returns from the desert, he hears that John has been arrested. 
 

The first part of today’s Gospel places Jesus’ ministry in the context of the 
writings of the prophet, Isaiah. Matthew wants to show that Jesus is the 
fulfilment of the prophecies given to the people of Israel, and he refers to 
Isaiah to do so. Isaiah says that the Messiah will begin his ministry in 
Galilee, the land of the Gentiles. When Jesus begins to preach in Galilee, Matthew points to his 
ministry as a fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy, proof that Jesus is the Messiah. 
 

When Jesus called his first disciples, the Gospel tells us that the fishermen (Peter and Andrew, 
James and John) dropped everything to follow Jesus immediately. Yet this Gospel tells us little 
about the prior experience that the fishermen had of Jesus. Did they know him? Had they heard 
him preach? What kind of person must Jesus have been to invoke such a response? We can 
imagine that Jesus was a powerful presence to elicit a response as immediate and complete as 
these first disciples gave. 
 

The Gospel concludes with a description of the ministry that Jesus begins in Galilee. Jesus 
inaugurates the Kingdom of God with his work. He teaches in the synagogue and preaches the 
kingdom. His ability to cure people’s diseases and illness is a sign of the kingdom. In Jesus’ 
ministry, we already begin to see the Kingdom of God among us. 
 

The readings for the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A inspire us to understand that Jesus has 
saved us and we are called to spread that good news to others. In the first reading from Isaiah 
we hear the prophecy that Jesus ushers in a new era of freedom and salvation. The responsorial 
psalm reaffirms that the Lord is our salvation. In the second reading  St Paul reminds us that we 
must be united in our efforts to evangelise. And in the Gospel we hear Jesus calling Simon Peter 
and Andrew to join him in spreading the Good News.  
 

Pope Francis in 2019 directed that the Third Sunday of Ordinary Time should be observed as the 
Sunday of the Word of God. In a motu proprio, the Holy Father said that the annual date should 
be “devoted to the celebration, study, and dissemination of the Word of God.”  
 

Because of the importance of the Word of God, the Church invites us to pay special attention to 
the ambo or lectern from which it is proclaimed. It is not a functional piece of furniture, but a 
place that is in keeping with the dignity of the Word of God, in correspondence with the altar: in 
fact, we speak of the table of God’s word and the table of the Body of Christ, referring both to 
the ambo or lectern and especially to the altar. The ambo is reserved for the readings, the 
singing of the Responsorial Psalm and the Easter Proclamation; the homily and the universal 
prayer, while it is less appropriate to use it for commentaries, announcements or for directing 
singing. “God’s word, listened to and celebrated, above all in the Eucharist, nourishes and 
inwardly strengthens Christians, enabling them to offer an authentic witness to the Gospel”.  



THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Sunday 22nd January               St Mary’s open from 9.00am until 4.00pm; OLSJ 11.00am until 5.45pm 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s)   
  

Monday 23rd January              Churches open from 9.00am until 4.00pm 
11.30am  Recitation of the Rosary (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Monday of the Third Week in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
    

Tuesday 24th January              Churches open from 9.00am until 4.00pm 
9.00am  Recitation of the Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St Francis de Sales (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 25th January        Churches open at 9.00am; St Mary’s closes at 4.00pm, OLSJ after Mass 
9.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am  Confessions until 9.50am (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.55pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.30pm  Confessions until 6.50pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 26th January              Churches open at 9.00am and close at 4.00pm 
9.00am  Recitation of the Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Patronal Feast Day Mass for St John’s Primary School (Our Lady & St John’s) 
   With enrolment for First Confession pupils 
12.30pm  Holy Mass & Lunch Club (Our Lady & St John’s) (Depending on Hall situation) 
 

Friday 27th January                   Churches open at 9.00am and close at 4.00pm 
10.00am  Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of Ernie Girvan (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 28th January               St Mary’s opens at 9.00am and closes after Vigil Mass 
4.15pm  Confessions until 4.45pm (St Mary’s) 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass for the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK  
 

24th January - Memoria of St Francis de Sales - St Francis de Sales was born in 1567 and later 
became bishop of Geneva when it had become a strong centre of the Protestant Reformation. 
He won back many to the Faith by his gentle and patient nature which even won the respect of 
his opponents. “A spoonful of honey attracts more flies than a barrelful of vinegar” was a saying 
of his. He died in 1622. He is honoured as the patron saint of adult education, the deaf and 
journalists. 
 

25th January - Feast of the Conversion of St Paul - The Conversion of St Paul is recorded twice in 
great detail in the Acts of the Apostles (chapters 9 and 22). It presents us with the mystery of how 
he rose to greater prominence than most of the Twelve already hand-picked by Christ, and why 
he needed to be chosen in such dramatic fashion on his way to Damascus to persecute 
Christians. He was blinded by a light and thrown from his horse to the ground, hearing the words, 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me”.  
 

26th January - Memoria of St Timothy & St Titus - St Timothy & St Titus were disciples of St Paul to 
whom he wrote pastoral letters included in the New Testament. St Timothy accompanied the 
Apostle Paul on many of his journeys and eventually became the bishop of Ephesus (modern 
day Turkey). According to tradition, he was beaten to death in 97AD by a mob when he 
opposed the worship of the pagan God Dionysius. St Titus seems to have served as the first 
bishop of Crete and he died around 96AD. St Timothy is the patron of those who suffer from 
stomach and intestinal ailments, and St Titus is the patron of the US Army Chaplain Corps.  
 

28th January - Memoria of St Thomas Aquinas - St Thomas Aquinas was born in 1225 and 
abandoned his aristocratic upbringing to join the Dominican Order. He was a man of prayer 
which bore fruit in extensive writings on spiritual subjects, for which he has the additional title of 
‘Doctor of the Church’. His theological works, especially his Summa Theologica, were the 
standard texts for students for the Priesthood for centuries afterwards, even today. He died in 
1274 and is honoured as the patron saint of universities and scholars.  
 



A WARM WELCOME 
 

On the first day of the new school term Mrs 
McLaughlin became the new Head Teacher of 
St Mary’s Primary School, she comes to us from 
St Patrick’s Primary School, Strathaven. We 
send her our best wishes and an assurance of 
our prayers and support as she takes on this 
responsibility in succession to Mrs Colgan who 
left the school just before Christmas.   

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £935.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £310.00 
Votive Candles:     £260.00 
Stall:       £30.00 
 

TOTAL:        £1,535.00 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 
 
 
 

To set up a Standing Order for your collection: 
Account Name - Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

Account No - 00499758   Sort Code - 800877 
 

PARISH STALL 
 

Our Parish Stall has a variety of greetings cards, 
First Confession cards, First Holy Communion 
cards, Mass Bouquets, engagement, wedding 
and sympathy cards. Purchasing from the 
Parish Stall generates a modest income for our 
parish, so please have a look and always 
consider using our Parish Stall if you need to 
purchase cards of any kind. If you cant find 
what you’re looking for, just let us know.  

APPEAL FROM ST MARY’S SSVP 
 

Many thanks for the tremendous 
response to the Clothing Appeal. 
The huge amount of donations 
received for the Adult Warm 
Clothing Initiative run by the St Vincent de Paul 
Society of St Mary’s was much more than had 
originally been thought. Some parishioners 
have asked if they could hand in donations of 
clothes this weekend. Some parishioners have 
asked if they can hand in clothes this weekend, 
please leave them at the back of the church.  

BAR STAFF VOLUNTEERS 
 

A training session will take place for those who 
volunteered to help work behind the bar for 
functions in our Hall. Details of this training 
session will be available soon. All those who 
have volunteered are asked to attend this 
meeting. We thank the ten or so volunteers 
who have willingly agreed to help and we 
encourage others to consider giving of their 
time to help the work of the Hall, please speak 
with Suzanne Sherry or Michelle Donnellan.  

FR WYLLIE 
 

Fr Wyllie will be away from the parish from 
Sunday 29th January after the morning Masses 
until the evening of Monday 6th February. Fr 
Kevin Lawrie, Parish Priest of St Teresa’s 
Newarthill & Chaplain to Taylor High will 
celebrate the 5.00pm on 29th and the Holy 
Ghost Fathers will celebrate the other Masses.  

CHURCH WORKERS SOCIAL 
 

The next Church Workers Social will hopefully take place on Friday 17th February from 6.30pm. 
The evening will include a three course meal with tea and coffee, the bar will be opened to 
purchase drinks and a DJ will provide entertainment after the meal. Those invited to the Social 
are: church cleaners, florists, readers, extraordinary ministers, musicians, cantors, those who work 
in the parish grounds, SSVP, hall & bar workers, church stall workers, Lunch Club volunteers, Light 
Bite volunteers, Children’s Liturgy Leaders, PPPT and Finance Team. Menus are available at the 
back of the church for you to fill out. Please have these handed in by 5th February. Last year a 
bus was put on for those from Larkhall but only two travelled on it. If you wish to travel on the bus 
indicate this on the form, a decision on booking a bus will be taken when we know how many.  

PARISH HALL & GROUNDS 
 

Exploratory work took place last week to assess why there is so much water leaking into the Parish 
Hall. We have found that a number of the downpipes don’t go anywhere, which is causing the 
water to come back up the downpipes and either leak into the Parish Hall or pour over the 
gutters. All the downpipes, gutters and drains have been cleared at Our Lady & St John’s and St 
Mary’s. A huge amount of water leaked into the Parish Hall through a pipe in the kitchen last 
weekend with the heavy rain we experienced and has caused major water damage to the 
carpet. Dehumidifier have been placed in the Hall to fix this issue and the boiler needs to be 
repaired. The loss adjustors for the insurance company have the job with them and we are 
waiting for word back for the work to begin to sort this problem. The Hall will be closed until then. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Anne Dempster, Joyce Heeley, Phyllis Nicholson, Selina Gold, Kathy Newbound, Pat 
Whalin, Charles Kennedy (Florida), Janet McIntosh, Annette Thomson, Kathleen Brannigan, 
Mandy Murray McVie, Kevin Feeney 
 
 

RIP - Ernie Girvan (Requiem Mass - Friday 27th January at 10.00am), Stacy Graham, Rita Sheridan 
(Port Glasgow), Ian MacNicol 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Michael Lyons, Michael & Mary Vernal, Kitty Reilly, Edward 
Murphy Snr, Edward Murphy Jnr 

       MONTHLY MASS & LUNCH 
 

The first Mass & Lunch Club of the new year will take place on Thursday 26th January with Mass 
beginning at 12.30pm followed by lunch in the Parish Hall, depending on the progress in the Hall. 

LIGHT BITE AFTER MASS 
 

The next Light Bite after Mass will take place on Sunday 19th February after the 12noon Mass. All 
parishioners are invited into the Hall after Mass that day. We hope the Hall will be ready by then.  

CHURCH BUILDING FUND COLLECTION 
 

The next Church Building Fund Collection will take place on 18th/19th February.  

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - POPE BENEDICT XVI 
 

In today’s liturgy the Evangelist Matthew, who will accompany us throughout 
this liturgical year, presents the beginning of Christ’s public mission. It consisted 
essentially in preaching the Kingdom of God and healing the sick, showing that 
this Kingdom is close at hand and is already in our midst. Jesus began his 
preaching in Galilee, the region where he grew up, the “outskirts” in 
comparison with the heart of the Jewish Nation which was Judea, and in 
it, Jerusalem. But the Prophet Isaiah had foretold that this land, assigned to the 
tribes of Zebulun and Napthali, would have a glorious future: the people immersed in darkness 
would see a great light (see Is 8: 23-9: 2). In Jesus’ time, the term “gospel” was used by Roman 
emperors for their proclamations. Independently of their content, they were described as “good 
news” or announcements of salvation, because the emperor was considered lord of the world 
and his every edict as a portent of good. Thus, the application of this phrase to Jesus’ preaching 
had a strongly critical meaning, as if to say God, and not the emperor, is Lord of the world, and 
the true Gospel is that of Jesus Christ. 
 

The “Good News” which Jesus proclaims is summed up in this sentence: “The Kingdom of God - 
or Kingdom of Heaven - is at hand” (see Mt 4: 17; Mk 1: 15). What do these words mean? They do 
not of course refer to an earthly region marked out in space and time, but rather to an 
announcement that it is God who reigns, that God is Lord and that his lordship is present and 
actual, it is being realised. The newness of Christ’s message, therefore, is that God made himself 
close in him and now reigns in our midst, as the miracles and healings that he works demonstrate. 
God reigns in the world through his Son made man and with the power of the Holy Spirit who is 
called “the finger of God” (Lk 11: 20). Wherever Jesus goes the Creator Spirit brings life, and men 
and women are healed of diseases of body and spirit. God’s lordship is thus manifest in the 
human being’s integral healing. By this, Jesus wanted to reveal the Face of the true God, the 
God who is close, full of mercy for every human being; the God who makes us a gift of life in 
abundance, his own life. The Kingdom of God is therefore life that asserts itself over death, the 
light of truth that dispels the darkness of ignorance and lies. 
 

Let us pray to Mary Most Holy that she will always obtain for the Church the same passion for 
God’s Kingdom which enlivened the mission of Jesus Christ: a passion for God, for his lordship of 
love and life; a passion for man, encountered in truth with the desire to give him the most 
precious treasure: the love of God, his Creator and Father. 
 

Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus Address, Sunday 27th January 2008, St Peter’s Square, Vatican City 


