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CASTEL GANDOLFO 
 

Castel Gandolfo is known as the summer residence of the Popes, 
but during the Second World War it became something far more 
urgent: a place of refuge. Under Pope Pius XII, the Pontifical Villas 
sheltered thousands fleeing violence and destruction. 
 

Pope Leo XIV has introduced a new rhythm to the papal presence 
in Castel Gandolfo. Instead of coming only for the summer, the Holy 
Father has been returning to the town every Monday evening and 
staying through Tuesday, always taking time to greet the pilgrims 
who come to meet him. He has also chosen to move back into the 
Apostolic Palace, the traditional residence of his predecessors, 
rather than staying at Villa Barberini in the heart of the papal 
gardens, where he spent the early months of his pontificate. 
 

The papal palace itself holds within its walls the memory of four centuries of history, including 
some of the most painful chapters of the 20th century. During the Second World War Pope Pius 
XII gave shelter to some 12,000 refugees within the walls of the Apostolic Palace at Castel 
Gandolfo. 
 

As neutral Vatican territory, the villas were not only protected from attack during the war, but 
also became a safe haven for thousands of civilians. 
 

The College of Propaganda Fide was mistakenly hit during a major Allied air raid on 10th 
February 1944. German forces had established strategic positions in the surrounding hills south of 
Rome, making the area a target as the Allies sought to disrupt enemy supply lines. Despite the 
papal residence’s extraterritorial status, the bombing destroyed the College and devastated the 
surrounding area. Nearly 500 local civilians were killed. 
 

Older residents still remembers the rescue efforts that followed: “The bombing of Propaganda 
Fide happened right before our eyes, and we saw everything that followed, the rescue efforts, 
the wounded being brought in, even into the Apostolic Palace itself. It was a remarkable gesture 
by the Holy See to shelter the people of Castel Gandolfo, and to this day the townspeople 
remain deeply grateful for it.” 
 

The people of the town of Castel Gandolfo are delighted that Pope Leo XIV has returned to their 
town after Pope Francis decided he would not use the beautiful villa and grounds causing the 
local economy to plummet. Happily the pilgrims, tourists and vistors have returned with the pope 
which is generation much needed income for the local community.  
 

Over the past 400 years, the Palace has witnessed the history of many Popes. The same is true for 
the families of Castel Gandolfo, who share a deep bond with the Pontiffs and with this place. 
 

The Apostolic Palace is surrounded by the beautiful hills and the Lake Albanbo which makes it an 
ideal location for the pope to avoid the oppressive heat of the Roman sunshine. It gives him the 
opportunity to relax from his busy schedule, although he does still work during his break and also 
plays tennis and rides his horse Proton in the grounds.  



THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Sunday 2nd August  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 11.00am - 5.45pm) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (OLSJ) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (OLSJ) 
    

Monday 3rd August  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
11.30am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Monday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
12.25pm  Novena in honour of St Peregrine (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 4th August  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.00am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St John Vianney (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.55am  Novena in honour of St Anthony (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 5th August   (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.30am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of the Dedication of St Mary Major Basilica (St Mary’s) 
 

Thursday 6th August  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.00am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Friday 7th August    (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.30am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Friday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 8th August  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 5.45pm; OLSJ Closed) 
4.15pm  Confessions until 4.45pm (St Mary’s) 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass for the Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 

 

NO PARISH BULLETIN ON 30TH AUGUST OR 6TH SEPTEMBER.  

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

4th August - Memoria of St John Vianney - St John Vianney was born in 1786 and had to contend 
with poverty, military service, and his own intellectual shortcomings in order to become a priest. 
In 1817, he was sent as parish priest to care for the people of Ars, a small, obscure French village. 
The marvellous gift of the unlearned priest for seeing into the depths of the soul brought the world 
to Ars. From 1830 onwards St John Vianney averaged twelve to sixteen hours a day in the 
confessional hearing the confessions of people who would travel from far and wide. He died in 
1859 and is honoured as the patron saint of parish priests.  
 

5th August - Memoria of the Dedication of St Mary Major Basilica - The Ecumenical Council of 
Ephesus in 431 declared Mary to be ’Mother of God’ (Theotokos). Soon afterwards, Pope Sixtus III 
had the Basilica of St Mary Major built on the Esquiline Hill in Rome. It is the earliest church built in 
her honour in the West. It is said that its location was determined by a snowfall on 5th August, a 
rather rare event during summer in Rome. 
 

6th August - Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord - Accounts of the Transfiguration event are to 
be found in each of the three synoptic gospels. The Feast is, above all, the Father’s reassurance 
that, despite the forthcoming crucifixion of his Son, we must not lose faith in him as our Saviour. 
He is the Messiah in whom the Father is ‘well pleased’. 
 

8th August - Memoria of St Dominic - St Dominic was born around 1170 in Calaruega in Old 
Castile and studied at Palencia. Having a reputation for piety and learning he was made a 
canon of the church at Osma in 1193. His bishop took him on a political mission to the south of 
France; there he travelled from place to place, working tirelessly and especially preaching 
conversion to the people who had become, to a great extent, followers of the heresy of 
Albigensianism (viewed the human body and material things as evil and rejected the 
sacraments and the crucifixion of the Lord). He continued to work for ten years and, gradually 
gathering companions around him, the first house of The Order of Preachers (the Dominicans) 
was established. He died on 6th August 1221 and is the patron saint of astronomers, natural 
sciences, and the Dominican Republic.  



PARISH FINANCES 
 

Offertory Collection & Donations: £1,805.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £227.00 
Digital Giving:     £167.50 
Stall:       £20.00 
       £2,219.50 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

To set up a standing order for the parish: 
 

Account Name - Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

Account No - 00499758  Sort Code - 800877 
Giftaid forms available at back of the church. 

HIRE OF THE PARISH HALL 
 

The Parish Hall is available for 
private functions, community 
events, regular lets and fundraising 
events. Please consider having 
your parties and functions in the 
Parish Hall to support the parish. If 
you would like to find out more information 
regarding the Hall and bookings, then please 
contact the Hal l  through emai l : 
BlackwoodHallBookings@outlook.com  

RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

There are a number of parish events scheduled for August, September, October and November. 
If you could make donations of raffle prizes for all or any of these events please hand them at 
the back of the church over the next few weeks. Any donations will be very gratefully received 
indeed. Please leave any donations at the back of the church.  

JAMS, SCONES & BISCUITS FOR AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED 
 

Louisa and Bethany will be selling their delicious jams, scones and biscuits after the 12noon Mass 
on Sunday 6th September. All proceeds will go to Aid to the Church in Need.  

CHURCH BUILDING FUND COLLECTION 
 

A second collection will take place on the weekend of 15th/16th August for the Church Building 
Fund. A good deal of work has been done to ensure our parish buildings are health & safety 
compliant and also tidying up the church grounds. Please be as generous as you always are. 

QR CODE & DIGITAL GIVING 
 

The QR code can also be used to donate to the parish through your phone. Just open 
your camera app, hold the camera to the QR code and follow the instructions. It’s 
simple and easy to use. Many thanks for your continued generosity to the parish.  

PARISH FORTY HOURS ADORATION 
 

The Parish Forty Hours Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place in St Mary’s this year, 
beginning after the 10.00am Mass on Sunday 13th September and will conclude with Mass on 
Tuesday 15th September at 7.00pm. There will be sign up sheets for parishioners to commit to 
watching before the Blessed Sacrament for half hour slots during this time. We will also have 
various Masses and Liturgies, confessions, devotions and visits from the primary school children. A 
special Mass for the Sick will take place on Monday 14th September at 12noon to which all the 
sick and housebound are warmly invited. The SSVP at both churches will organise transport for 
those who may need a lift to the church for this Mass. Please try to keep these days free to spend 
some time before the Lord in the Holy Eucharist placing before him our own needs and those of 
our parish and come along to the additional opportunities for Mass, confessions & devotions.  

PARISH INTERNATIONAL NIGHT 
 

A highlight of our parish social calendar is the Parish International Night which begins with a Mass 
at 6.30pm and followed by a meal in the Parish Hall. It shows the diversity of our parish with 
people coming from many different cultures and countries who make up the life of our parish. 
Parishioners are invited to cook a dish (starter, main course or dessert or all) from their country of 
origin and bring it along on Friday 11th September. The hall will be open from 5.30pm for dishes to 
be set up (please note that dishes cannot be cooked in the parish hall kitchen but can only be 
heated up). This is a wonderful opportunity for us to come together as one parish made up of so  
many cultures and heritages but profess our one faith in Jesus Christ. If you can cook or provide a 
dish please place your name on the list on the list at the back of the church.  



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

SICK - Mary Vallesi (Rooney), Patricia Simpson, Gemma Barton, Paul McMurray, Marjory 
McMurray, Rose M. Taylor, Cathy Caven, Faith Lindsay, Pat Whalin, Stephen Fleming, Robbie 
Frew 
 

RIP - Marion Blair (Hamilton) 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - John & Jane McMurray, Alice Weir, Patricia Weir, Lara 
Markson, Rita Lyons, Nan Gallacher McIvor, John Corr, Mary Corr, Jennifer Cochran, William Tait 
 

Please remember to have your dead loved ones prayed for on their anniversary 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

16th August  Solemnity of the Assumption All Masses   
22nd August  Parish Summer Party   Parish Hall    6.30pm  
25th August  Diocesan Vocations Mass  Motherwell Cathedral 7.00pm 
6th September  National Pilgrimage   Carfin Grotto   3.00pm 
13th September Parish Forty Hours Adoration St Mary’s Larkhall  10.00am 
14th September Parish Mass for the Sick  St Mary’s Larkhall  12noon 


