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POPE BENEDICT XVI ON THE SEASON OF LENT 
 

The Lenten season offers us once again an opportunity to reflect upon the very 
heart of Christian life: charity. This is a favourable time to renew our journey of 
faith, both as individuals and as a community, with the help of the word of God 
and the sacraments. This journey is one marked by prayer and sharing, silence 
and fasting, in anticipation of the joy of Easter. 
 

This year I would like to propose a few thoughts in the light of a brief biblical 
passage drawn from the Letter to the Hebrews: “Let us be concerned for each 
other, to stir a response in love and good works”. These words are part of a 
passage in which the sacred author exhorts us to trust in Jesus Christ as the High 
Priest who has won us forgiveness and opened up a pathway to God.  
 

Embracing Christ bears fruit in a life structured by the three theological virtues: it means 
approaching the Lord “sincere in heart and filled with faith”, keeping firm “in the hope we 
profess” and ever mindful of living a life of “love and good works” together with our brothers and 
sisters. The author states that to sustain this life shaped by the Gospel it is important to participate 
in the liturgy and community prayer, mindful of the eschatological goal of full communion in 
God. The Lord’s voice summons all of us to be concerned for one another. Even today God asks 
us to be “guardians” of our brothers and sisters (Gen 4:9), to establish relationships based on 
mutual consideration and attentiveness to the well-being, the integral well-being of others.  
 

The great commandment of love for one another demands that we acknowledge our 
responsibility towards those who, like ourselves, are creatures and children of God. Being brothers 
and sisters in humanity and, in many cases, also in the faith, should help us to recognise in others 
a true alter ego, infinitely loved by the Lord. If we cultivate this way of seeing others as our 
brothers and sisters, solidarity, justice, mercy and compassion will naturally well up in our hearts.  
 

Contemporary culture seems to have lost the sense of good and evil, yet there is a real need to 
reaffirm that good does exist and will prevail, because God is “generous and acts 
generously” (Ps 119:68). The good is whatever gives, protects and promotes life, brotherhood 
and communion. Responsibility towards others thus means desiring and working for the good of 
others, in the hope that they too will become receptive to goodness and its demands. Concern 
for others means being aware of their needs. Sacred Scripture warns us of the danger that our 
hearts can become hardened by a sort of “spiritual anaesthesia” which numbs us to the suffering 
of others. The Evangelist Luke relates two of Jesus’ parables by way of example. In the parable of 
the Good Samaritan: the priest and the Levite “pass by”, indifferent to the presence of the man 
stripped and beaten by the robbers. In that of Dives and Lazarus, the rich man is heedless of the 
poverty of Lazarus, who is starving to death at his very door. Both parables show examples of the 
opposite of “being concerned”, of looking upon others with love and compassion. What hinders 
this humane and loving gaze towards our brothers and sisters? Often it is the possession of 
material riches and a sense of sufficiency, but it can also be the tendency to put our own 
interests and problems above all else. We should never be incapable of “showing mercy” 
towards those who suffer. Our hearts should never be so wrapped up in our affairs and problems 
that they fail to hear the cry of the poor.              Pope Benedict XVI, Lent 2012 



THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Sunday 26th February   St Mary’s open from 9.00am until 4.00pm; OLSJ 11.00am until 6.45pm 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the First Sunday of Lent (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the First Sunday of Lent (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the First Sunday of Lent (Our Lady & St John’s)  
6.00pm  Evening Prayer of the Church concluding with Benediction (Our Lady & St John’s)  
  

Monday 27th February   Churches open from 9.00am until 4.00pm 
11.30am  Stations of the Cross (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Monday of the First Week of Lent (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Stations of the Cross (St Mary’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Monday of the First Week of Lent (St Mary’s) 
    

Tuesday 28th February   St Mary’s open from 9.00am until 4.00pm; OLSJ from 8.15am until 4.00pm  
   NO EARLY MORNING MASS DUE TO SCHOOL CLOSURE  
9.05am  Stations of the Cross (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of the First Week of Lent (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 1st March  St Mary’s open from 8.15am until 6.00pm; OLSJ from 9.00am until 7.45pm 
   NO EARLY MORNING MASS DUE TO SCHOOL CLOSURE 
9.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am  Confessions until 9.50am (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the First Week of Lent (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.55pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.30pm  Confessions until 6.50pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the First Week of Lent (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 2nd March   Churches open at 9.00am until 4.00pm 
9.10am  Morning Prayer of the Church (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  School Mass for Thursday of the First Week of Lent (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Friday 3rd March    Churches open at 9.00am until 4.00pm 
9.30am  Stations of the Cross (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  School Mass for Friday of the First Week of Lent (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 4th March   St Mary’s opens at 9.00am until after Vigil Mass 
4.00pm  Confessions until 4.45pm (St Mary’s) 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass for the Second Sunday of Lent (St Mary’s) 
 

PLEASE MAKE A SPECIAL EFFORT TO COME ALONG TO MASS, ADORATION AND/OR CONFESSION 

THE SACRAMENT OF FIRST CONFESSION 
 

On Tuesday evening of last week, the boys and girls of Primary 3 from St John’s Primary made 
their First Confession. We pray that the young people who received this Sacrament will always 
know, appreciate and love the beautiful gift of God’s mercy and healing in this Sacrament. 
Many thanks to the boys and girls, their parents and carers and school staff for a lovely 
celebration of this Sacrament.  
The boys and girls of Primary 3 from St Mary’s Primary will make their First Confession this coming 
Monday, 27th February. We pray for the boys and girls as they prepare for their Confession.  

NEW DIOCESAN MAGAZINE 
 

Fontes, the new Diocesan magazine, is available at the back of the church. Please take one. 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
 

On Thursday and Friday of this week, the boys and girls from our parish who are to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on Thursday 16th March will be enrolled. The young people from St 
John’s will be enrolled at the 9.30am Mass on Thursday and the young people from St Mary’s will 
be enrolled at the 10.00am Mass on Friday. The children who have completed the Sacrament 
Enrolment form and handed them back to the parish and who have been coming to Mass at 
the weekend will be enrolled for the Sacrament. We pray for the young people, their parents 
and carers, families, school staff and their sponsors. His Lordship Bishop Toal will confer this 
Sacrament on our young people. The children will be looking for Prayer Partners soon so please 
help them with your prayers. 



AUCHLOCHAN MASS & LUNCH 
 

The next Auchlochan Mass and Lunch will take 
place on Thursday 23rd March beginning with 
Mass at 12.30pm. All welcome to join us for this 
afternoon of prayer and socialising. Helpers are 
also most welcome too. 

MOTHERWELL DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 
 

Motherwell Diocese is travelling to Lourdes from 14th - 21st July and everyone is invited to join this 
pilgrimage. The pilgrimage will fly from Edinburgh Airport with 7 nights spent in Lourdes, costs 
ranging from £919 - £984, depending on hotel, and exclusive of a single room supplement and 
insurance cost. Fr Wyllie will be travelling with this pilgrimage and invites parishioners to form a 
group with him, please email him by the end of this month if you would be interested in travelling. 
So far we have five parishioners who have expressed an interest in this pilgrimage. 

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £1,276.00 
Standing Orders:    £330.00 
Building Fund Collection:   £1,009.00 
Stall:       £30.00 
TOTAL:        £2,645.00 

 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 
 

To set up a Standing Order for your collection: 
Account Name - Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

Account No - 00499758   Sort Code - 800877 
Giftaid forms available at back of the church. 

CHURCH BUILDING FUND 
 

Many thanks for your contribution to the 
Church Building Fund which was taken up at all 
Masses last weekend. The total collected was 
£1,009.00. This will come in very useful in the 
repair and maintenance work which will be 
carried out and in helping toward paying the 
gas and electricity bills which are very high. 

PARISH HALL 
 

The Parish Hall is available to lease for parties 
and functions. Please get in contact with 
Suzanne Sherry at the new Hall email address 
for further information. The Hall will also be 
available for regular lets too. Email:  
 

BlackwoodHallBookings@outlook.com 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
 

The annual Diocesan collection for the Sick & 
Retired Priests of the diocese will take place at 
all Masses next weekend, 5th March. Please 
be as generous as you can be. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to the eight children - Milton, Alexander, Denzel, Travis, Hunter, Kasey, Lexi and 
Leroy - who were baptised in our parish last week. We pray for them and for their parents/carers 
as they embark on this journey of faith supported by our parish community.  

HOLY WEEK 
 

This year for Holy Week & the Sacred Triduum we will be joined by Fr Andrew Robinson, a priest of 
the Archdiocese of Liverpool who is currently professor of New Testament at St Mary’s College, 
Oscott. He will preach at the various Masses and liturgies that week. His dynamic preaching  and 
sound knowledge of the scriptures will certainly help us all to immerse ourselves into Holy Week. 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 

The land behind the Parish Hall is in the process of being redeveloped as a Community Garden 
for the children of the school, the parish community and the wider community of Blackwood and 
Kirkmuirhill. It will be a garden which will include sensory areas, a prayer/meditation area, 
decking area for Parish Hall activities, seating area, plants and other features. Fr Wyllie has been 
working with St John’s Primary, South Lanarkshire Council and Vivien Stewart who has been 
liaising with companies and looking into applying for grants for this project. The Unpaid Workers 
will begin work on the garden this coming Monday and will set about clearing the moss and 
weeds from the pathways, cutting back the thorn bushes and overgrown areas of the garden to 
make it safe for the young people to continue the great work they have been doing over the 
past few weeks. A number of the children together with Mrs McCart and Mrs Quadrelli gave a 
wonderful presentation of the plans for the garden to the parishioners at the Light Bite last 
Sunday, many thanks to them for this. If any parishioner would like to get involved in this project 
then please speak with Fr Wyllie, Vivien Stewart or Mrs Quadrelli over the next few days. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Joanne Kennedy, Anne Dempster, Joyce Heeley, Phyllis Nicholson, Selina Gold, Pat 
Whalin, Charles Kennedy (Florida), Janet McIntosh, Annette Thomson, Kathleen Brannigan, 
Mandy Murray McVie, Kevin Feeney 
 
 

RIP - Margaret McDonald (Strathaven), Nan O’Rorke (Hamilton), Richard Warmington (Devon), 
Jim McVittie (East Kilbride) 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Guy Mitchell, Tom Girvan, Sadie Girvan 
 

Please remember to have your dead loved ones prayed for on their anniversary 

Family Qu  & P a Night 
O  Lady & St John’s P ish Ha  

Friday 14th A il 
7.00pm until late 

Fr  En y 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 
 

Our Lady & St JohnÕs Parish Hall for School Funds 
SATURDAY 4TH MARCH FROM 6.00PM 

Food served 6.30pm 
Magic Show from Magic Den 7.00-9.00pm 

Disco 9.00-10.00pm    Tickets £5.00 

SPARKLING AFTERNOON High Tea 
Our Lady & St John’s Parish Hall 

 

SATURDAY 17th JUNE 
2.00pm - 6.00pm 

 

Sandwiches, Sausage Rolls, Quiche, Sweet Desserts & Tea & Coffee 
 

Glass of Prosecco on arrival or Bottle of Prosecco on table for groups of 4+ 
 

RAFFLE & LIVE MUSIC TOO 
Tickets - £ 20.00  

SCOTTISH CUP FINAL 
Our Lady & St John’s Parish Hall 

SATURDAY 3RD JUNE  
Cup Final on Big Screen, Draught Lager, Rolls & Sausage at Half Time 

£5.00 entry 

BONGO’S BINGO 
Our Lady & St John’s Parish Hall for School Funds 

Saturday 29th April 
7.00pm until late 


