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SCOTLAND’S JUNIOR SEMINARIES 
 

A few weeks ago, it was announced that the chapel of Blairs 
College, which was once the junior seminary of the Scottish 
Catholic Church, may close when a decision is taken in the 
autumn. Here is a very short history of the story of the Scottish junior 
seminaries from 1714-1986. 
 

In 1713 the first Vicar-Apostolic for Scotland, Thomas Nicholson, 
realised the need for a school geared towards the education of 
boys preparing for seminaries abroad. Given the political climate, 
it had to be in some remote place; and so a seminary was set up on an island in Loch Morar in 
1714. The Jacobite failure in 1715 and the anti-Catholic feeling it provoked put an end to this 
attempt at establishing a junior seminary. 
 

A site was procured at Scalan in Glenlivet in 1716, this was owned by the Duke of Gordon, then a 
Catholic. By 1717 there were some students in the little turf-built seminary. In the few years after its 
foundation the little community was scattered into the hills by soldiers, but the 1730’s were a 
period of comparative peace and so the rector was able to build a new house of lime & stone. 
Sadly, after the Battle of Culloden in 1746, Cumberland’s soldiers burnt the seminary down. The 
boys escaped with their rector together with books and valuables. A makeshift house was made 
ready for the training of the boys and functioned for around 21 years before a permanent place 
was built in 1767. This building consisted of a classroom, study room, refectory & chapel. 
 

In 1793 the harsh penal laws placed on Catholics were relaxed and so the seminary community 
moved out of their secret house to a more prominent and permanent residence at Aquhorties 
near Inverurie in 1799. 
 

It was in 1827 that John Menzies of Pitfodels gave his home and estate at Blairs to the Church as 
the new national seminary. It was in 1829, when all the renovation and rebuilding had been 
completed that the lowland seminary (Aquhorties) and highland seminary (previously at Lismore) 
moved from Aquhorties to Blairs.  
 

A series of building works ensued in the following years with new wings and buildings being 
added. In 1903 the chapel was opened, built from gifts received from Monsignor Lennon of 
Liverpool, the chapel was decorated and beautified over the years to include the marble 
sanctuary and marble walls in the chapel, as well as the canopy over the high altar. Even to this 
day, after the reordering of the sanctuary in the early 1980’s, the church retains much of its 
original character and beauty.  
 

In 1977 the junior seminary at Langbank amalgamated with Blairs. In 1984 the college had 106 
boys studying there, but in 1986 the decision was taken to close the college, but the chapel 
continued to be used as a parish church. The contents of the library were moved to Aberdeen 
University Library and the archives are stored at the Scottish Catholic Archives.  
 

The college is now the home of the Blairs Museum, a museum of Catholic History with significant 
collections of art relating to Mary Queen of Scots, the Jacobites and the history of Catholicism in 
Scotland. It was announced that over £2million would be needed to carry out essential repairs to 
the college chapel. Sadly, it is expected the chapel will be closed in the near future.  
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THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Sunday 10th July 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Monday 11th July 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Feast of St Benedict (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 12th July 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 13th July 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s)  
 

Thursday 14th July 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Thursday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.00pm  Reception of Body (St Mary’s) 
    

Friday 15th July 
10.00am  Requiem Mass for Brenda Brannigan (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 16th July 
4.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm (St Mary’s) 
5.30pm  Vigil Mass for the Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Selina Gold, Adrienne McEnhill, Kathy Newbound, Ernie Girvan, Pat Whalin, Charles 
Kennedy (Florida), James Ferguson, Alice Cumming, Janet McIntosh, Annette Thomson, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Mandy Murray McVie, Kevin Feeney 
 

RIP - Brenda Brannigan (Receiving - Thursday at 6.00pm, Requiem - Friday at 10.00am), 
Constance Morris (Uddingston) 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - John Gowans, Mary Gallacher, Michael Weir, Grace Girvan 
Please remember to have your dead loved ones prayed for on their anniversary 

BLESSING AT HOLY COMMUNION 
 

If you cannot or do not receive Holy Communion at Mass, you are invited to come forward for a 
blessing. Please indicate you would like a blessing by placing your hand over your chest. 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

11th July - Feast of St Benedict - St Benedict was born at Norcia, north-east of Rome in 480. He 
went to study law in the city of Rome and was appalled by the immorality of the city, and 
abandoned it, going to Subiaco, east of Rome, where he became a religious hermit. Gradually 
others were attracted to join him and communities were set up which he directed. Local 
jealousies made it unwise for him to stay so he set up anew at Monte Cassino, south of Rome. His 
influence was widespread: many came from Rome to consult him, and many monasteries were 
founded elsewhere, so that this way of life and thinking had a huge civilising effect on Europe. 
He died in 547 and is honoured as the patron of Europe and students. 
 

15th July - Memoria of St Bonaventure - St Bonaventure was born in 1221 and baptised John. St 
Francis of Assisi was credited with curing him from a serious illness while still a child, and so his 
mother nicknamed him ’Buona Ventura’. He joined the Franciscans. He provided them with a 
good structure for running their affairs and a clear spirituality based on the sayings of St Francis. 
He wrote many works on philosophy and theology, intertwining the two. Among theologians he is 
called the Seraphic Doctor. He is the patron of those who suffer with bowel disorders.  
 

16th July - Memoria of Our Lady of Mount Carmel - Our Lady of Mount Carmel was the name 
accorded to Our Lady by the hermits who used Mount Carmel in present-day Israel, above the 
port of Hafia, as their base in the late twelfth century. This was the beginning of the Carmelite 
Order, male and female, of whom Our Lady of Mount Carmel is patron. 



ST MARY’S CEMETERY, LANARK 
 

St Mary’s Cemetery in Lanark is selling lairs. As you may know, funeral costs continue to increase, 
and burial ground is becoming more expensive. They were advised by South Lanarkshire Council 
on the pricing of lairs, and at present a new lair is £1,233.69. The cemetery has many lairs left 
before they move to look at extending the cemetery. If you would like to purchase a lair in St 
Mary’s, at the current price, you can contact Fr John-Paul on 01555 662234 or email Kathleen at 
stmarycemetery@rcdom.org.uk  

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £1,222.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £1,657.00 
Sponsor a Tile (to date):   £860.00 
TOTAL:        £3,739.00 
 

Peter’s Pence:     £580.00 
Many thanks for your very generous support 

PARISH SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

The Parish is on various social media outlets and 
we would like to advertise and promote this. 
So, if you are on any of these social media 
pages then please follow the parish: 
Facebook -  catholicparishourladyoffatima 
Twitter -   OLOFParish 
Instagram -  olofparish 

PARISH BARBECUE & SOCIAL 
 

Fr Wyllie is hoping to hold a Parish Barbecue in the grounds of St Mary’s on Saturday 13th August, 
the Vigil of the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary from after the Vigil Mass. If 
you would be able to help with organising this or being active on the evening to cook and help 
serve the food then please speak with Fr Wyllie as soon as possible so that plans can be made. 
All parishioners, from St Mary’s & Our Lady & St John’s, are warmly invited to come along and 
enjoy the evening, especially young families. There will be a list at the back of both churches 
during July and a bus will be booked if enough uptake. Many thanks to those who have 
volunteered so far. A planning meeting will take place on Monday 25th July at 6.30pm. 

SPONSOR A TILE 
 

It is the intention that the work on the new tiled 
floor will be completed for the 140th 
anniversary Mass on Friday 13th October. If you 
would like to sponsor a tile, as a family or 
individual, for a deceased loved one or in 
gratitude for something, then please place a 
donation of £25.00 per tile in an envelope 
clearly marked ‘SPONSOR A TILE’ with the 
names of the those you would wish the tiles 
dedicated to inside. Please hand in all sponsor 
money by Sunday 7th August. 
There are samples of the new parquet flooring 
in the stall, before and after sanding, for you to 
have a look at the flooring which will be laid 
below the pew areas of the church. This work 
will be completed in August. 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
 

This year we will celebrate the 140th 
Anniversary of the opening of Our Lady & St 
John’s Church on Friday 13th October with a 
special Mass at 7.00pm celebrated by His 
Lordship Bishop Toal. Please keep this date free 
in your diary for the special Mass of 
Thanksgiving and for the reception afterwards 
in the Parish Hall. 
 

We will also celebrate the 150th Anniversary of 
the founding of the Parish of St Mary’s with a 
special Mass of Thanksgiving on Thursday 8th 
December at 7.00pm. His Lordship Bishop Toal 
will celebrate this Mass of Thanksgiving. Please 
keep this date free in your diary for this special 
Mass and for the reception afterwards in St 
Mary’s Primary School.  
 

The Parish Pastoral Planning Team will meet 
after the summer holidays to arrange and plan 
for these important milestones. 

PARISH INTERNATIONAL NIGHT 
 

A Parish International Night would be an 
opportunity for us to get to know our 
parishioners who come from various countries 
throughout the world. We are very fortunate to 
have parishioners from different countries in 
Europe, Oceania, Africa and Asia. What a 
great blessing that is and one that we should 
really appreciate more. The evening would 
include a Mass in Our Lady & St John’s followed 
by food and snacks from the various countries, 
traditional dress, music and other 
entertainment in the Parish Hall. If you would be 
interested in helping to organise this event or 
taking part in this event then please speak with 
Fr Wyllie. This will hopefully take place on Friday 
9th September at 6.30pm. If you would be 
willing to cook a dish or represent your country 
then please come along to a meeting on 
Wednesday 17th August after 7.00pm Mass. 



QUO VADIS? WHERE ARE WE GOING? 
 

It is no secret that the Catholic Church in our country has experienced a decline in the number 
of people attending Mass in our parishes. When we look at the Mass attendance census figures 
from 2001 it was recorded that there were 56,445 people attending Mass in our diocese, then we 
look at the census figures from 2019 and that number had dropped to 33,244. It is expected that 
the census numbers for this coming year will show another sharp decline. In the space of 18 years  
there was a drop of 23,201 people attending Mass in the parishes of our diocese. Just let that 
number sink in - a drop of 23,201 people in the space of just 18 years. 
 

In our own parish, the attendance figure was 849 in 2001, and has sadly dropped to just 320 at 
the last official census back in November 2021. That means we’ve lost 529 parishioners over the 
space of those years. If this trend continues we can all see that things will become unsustainable.  
 

When we look at the age demographic of those attending Mass, it is without doubt that the 
majority of people attending Mass are 60 years of age or older. This of course is a major cause for 
concern, especially when we see so few young families and young adults coming to Mass. It is 
evident that when the children receive the sacraments that the vast majority and their families 
do not continue coming to Mass.  
 

The number of parishioners attending weekday Mass has reduced considerably over the past 
decade, with those faithfully coming to Mass during the week either gone to God or are unable 
to attend due to ill-health. Sadly, there are very few taking their place and so the numbers 
attending weekday Mass continues to decline. So I encourage all of you to consider coming to 
Mass during the week particularly if you are retired. 
 

It was mentioned during the parish synod deliberations of the need to get new people on board 
with various activities and jobs in the parish. I am very for that and I wish to encourage as many 
parishioners to get involved in the life of the parish in all its aspects. If you can give of your time to 
help the parish then please speak with Fr Wyllie as soon as possible. There are a number of jobs/
responsibilities/roles which are vacant at the moment. 
 

I know it’s not easy, but I invite every parishioner to try and encourage at least one person who 
has lapsed in the practise of their faith to come back to Mass in our parish. We all have a 
responsibility to encourage others to come to Mass and to help build up their relationship with 
God and with their parish community. If we all invited one person each our numbers would 
almost double. So, please give it some thought over these next few weeks as to friends, relatives 
and neighbours who you could encourage to come along to Mass. 

CLERGY APPOINTMENTS IN THE DIOCESE 
 

Bishop Toal has announced the following Clergy appointments: 
· Fr Christopher Morris, newly ordained, has been appointed as the curate of St Francis 

Xavier’s, Carfin 
· Deacon Colum Martin, newly ordained transient deacon, has been appointed as deacon 

at St John the Baptist’s, Uddingston & Chaplain to Holy Cross High School, Hamilton 
· Fr Colin Hughes (PP of St Bride’s, Bothwell) has become the Priest Chaplain at Holy Cross 

High School, Hamilton, to be assisted by Deacon Colum Martin. This is in succession to Fr 
Philip Marsh of the Holy Ghost Fathers. We thank Fr Marsh for his time as School Chaplain at 
Holy Cross, which he enjoyed very much despite the restrictions of the last couple of years. 
We thank Fr Hughes for taking on the role and hope that Deacon Colum will get plenty of 
opportunity to minister in the school also 

· Fr Frank Dougan (PP of Our Lady of Lourdes, East Kilbride) has become the Lead Chaplain 
at St Andrew’s & St Bride’s High School, East Kilbride in succession to Fr Seán Wyllie. He will 
be assisted by Fr Romanus Enninya (Administrator of St Bride’s, East Kilbride) and the other 
local clergy. We thank Fr Seán Wyllie for his time as Chaplain in St Andrew’s & St Bride’s, and 
Fr Dougan for taking on the school ministry 

· It was agreed previously that Fr Kieran Hamilton (PP of St Brendan’s, Muirhouse) would be 
Chaplain at Our Lady’s High School, Motherwell, and this will now become fully effective. 
We thank Fr Kieran for his ministry as Chaplain at St Aidan’s High School, Wishaw  

· Fr Nathaniel (Holy Ghost Father) has agreed to be the School Chaplain at St Aidan’s High 
School, Wishaw and will begin there in August after the holidays 


