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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 

For the Church which believes and prays, the Wise Men from the East 
who, guided by the star, made their way to the manger of Bethlehem, 
are only the beginning of a great procession which winds throughout 
history. Thus the liturgy reads the Gospel which relates the journey of 
the Wise Men, together with the magnificent prophetic visions of the 
sixtieth chapter of the Book of Isaiah and Psalm 71, which depict in 
bold imagery the pilgrimage of the peoples to Jerusalem. Like the 
shepherds, who as the first visitors to the new-born Child in the manger, 
embodied the poor of Israel and more generally those humble souls 
who live in deep interior closeness to Jesus, so the men from the East 
embody the world of the peoples, the Church of the Gentiles – the 
men and women who in every age set out on the way which leads to 
the Child of Bethlehem, to offer him homage as the Son of God and to bow down before him. 
The Church calls this feast “Epiphany” – the appearance of the Godhead. If we consider the 
fact that from the very beginning men and women of every place, of every continent, of all the 
different cultures, mentalities and lifestyles, have been on the way to Christ, then we can truly say 
that this pilgrimage and this encounter with God in the form of a Child is an epiphany of God’s 
goodness and loving kindness for humanity (Titus 3:4). 
 

… I would like to reflect with you on a more concrete question. Based on the account of 
Matthew, we can gain a certain idea of what sort of men these were, who followed the sign of 
the star and set off to find that King who would establish not only for Israel but for all mankind a 
new kind of kingship. What kind of men were they?  
 

These men who set out towards the unknown were, in any event, men with a restless heart. Men 
driven by a restless quest for God and the salvation of the world. They were filled with 
expectation, not satisfied with their secure income and their respectable place in society. They 
were looking for something greater. They were no doubt learned men, quite knowledgeable 
about the heavens and probably possessed of a fine philosophical formation. But they desired 
more than simply knowledge about things. They wanted above all else to know what is essential. 
They wanted to know how we succeed in being human. And therefore they wanted to know if 
God exists, and where and how he exists. Whether he is concerned about us and how we can 
encounter him. Nor did they want just to know. They wanted to understand the truth about 
ourselves and about God and the world. Their outward pilgrimage was an expression of their 
inward journey, the inner pilgrimage of their hearts. They were men who sought God and were 
ultimately on the way towards him. They were seekers after God. 
 

These were also, and above all, men of courage, the courage and humility born of faith. 
Courage was needed to grasp the meaning of the star as a sign to set out, to go forth – towards 
the unknown, the uncertain, on paths filled with hidden dangers. We can imagine that their 
decision was met with derision: the scorn of those realists who could only mock the reveries of 
such men. Anyone who took off on the basis of such uncertain promises, risking everything, could 
only appear ridiculous. But for these men, inwardly seized by God, the way which he pointed out 
was more important than what other people thought. For them, seeking the truth meant more 
than the taunts of the world, so apparently clever.  



REQUIEM MASS FOR POPE BENEDICT XVI 
 

Many thanks to all those who came along in such good numbers to the parish Requiem for BXVI. 

THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Sunday 8th January               St Mary’s open from 9.00am until 4.00pm; OLSJ 11.00am until 5.45pm 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord (Our Lady & St John’s)   
 

Monday 9th January             Churches open from 9.00am until 4.00pm 
11.30am  Recitation of the Rosary (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (St Mary’s) 
    

Tuesday 10th January            Churches open from 9.00am until 4.00pm 
9.00am  Recitation of the Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of the First Week in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 11th January      Churches open at 9.00am; St Mary’s closes at 4.00pm, OLSJ after Mass 
9.30am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 9.55am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am  Confessions until 9.50am (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the First Week in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.55pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.30pm  Confessions until 6.50pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the First Week in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 12th January            Churches open at 9.00am and close at 4.00pm 
9.00am  Recitation of the Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Thursday of the First Week in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Friday 13th January                 Churches open at 9.00am and close at 4.00pm 
9.30am  Recitation of the Rosary (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Feast of St Kentigern (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 14th January             St Mary’s opens at 9.00am and closes after Vigil Mass 
4.15pm  Confessions until 4.45pm (St Mary’s) 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass for the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 

JUSTICE & PEACE 
 

This weekend at all Masses a letter from His Grace Archbishop Bill Nolan, President of the Scottish 
Justice & Peace Commission, will be read at all Masses and a retiral collection will be taken, with 
a box available at the back of the church. Please only give if you are able to do so. We pray for 
the gift of justice and peace in our world and keep in our prayers the work of the Justice & 
Peace Scotland group. If you would be interested in helping to form a group devoted to the 
work of Justice & Peace please speak with Fr Wyllie over the next few days.  

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK  
 

9th January - Feast of the Baptism of the Lord - The Season of Christmas ends with the adult Jesus’ 
baptism. Christmas is the celebration of the Saviour coming to earth. Mostly, the emphasis is on 
human acceptance (or rejection) of the Saviour. Now, Jesus accepts his destiny as the Saviour. 
Baptism means ‘immersion’. In baptism, the adult Jesus immerses himself in his Father’s will. Hence 
God’s voice “This is my Son, the Beloved”; hence the Holy Spirit is uncharacteristically present in a 
visible form - the dove. The entire Trinity is present.  
 

10th January - Return to Ordinary Time - Although it isn’t a feast, the Ordinary Time of the year 
begins on Tuesday. This season is devoted to the unfolding mystery of Christ in all its aspects.  
 

13th January - Feast of St Kentigern - St Kentigern was born in 518. His mother, St Enoch, was a 
Lothian princess who became pregnant due to being raped. Her father had her cast off into the 
Firth of Forth. She landed on the opposite shore at St Serf’s monastic school at Culross. It was he 
who nicknamed him Mungo. He became the first Bishop of Glasgow. He was forced out by 
pagan opponents and spent some time in England and Wales. He returned to spend many more 
years preaching the Word and praising the Lord’s name until his death in 603. He is honoured as 
the patron saint of Glasgow.  



PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £1,096.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £1,347.00 
 

TOTAL:        £2,443.00 
 
 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 
 
 
 

To set up a Standing Order for your collection: 
Account Name - Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

Account No - 00499758   Sort Code - 800877 
 

All UK Taxpayers can join the Giftaid scheme. 

APPEAL FROM ST MARY’S SSVP 
 

St Mary’s SSVP are appealing for 
donations of clothing for the 
Adult Warm Clothing Initiative at 
the Drop in Centre in Hamilton. If anyone has 
any suitable clothing could they please bring 
along to church on the weekends of 7/8th and 
14/15th January. Once collected the SSVP will 
arrange drop off to the centre. Any donations 
gratefully received.  Please place donations at 
the back of the church.  

LIGHT BITE AFTER MASS 
 

The next Light Bite after Mass will take place on Sunday 19th February after the 12noon Mass.  

CHURCH WORKERS SOCIAL 
 

Last year we held our first Church Workers Social, to thank all those who give so generously of 
their time and talents in working in or around our churches in a variety of capacities. The evening 
was a great success. Fr Wyllie is looking to hold this event again this year on Friday 17th February 
beginning at 6.30pm. A list for names will be placed at the back of the church soon.  

UPDATE ON WORKS 
 

In the bulletin last week a few works needing to be completed around our parish properties were 
listed. Here is a little update on how the works have progressed from last week: 
 

Over the next few days we will hopefully begin to explore and then deal with the problems with 
the drains, downpipes and gutters around the Parish Hall and the house at Our Lady & St John’s. 
We suspect there is an issue with the drains and therefore the downpipes are backing up and 
causing the leaks and overflowing of water. The gutters, downpipes and drains will be thoroughly 
cleaned and investigated so that we are in a better position to pinpoint the problem and deal 
with it.  
 

The work on painting the Parish Hall will begin over the next few weeks. The main hall, kitchen, 
bar area, foyer and toilets will receive a fresh lick of paint to freshen the place up a little. Two 
new light fittings will be placed in the foyer area too, to replace the old ones which are there.  
 

With the winds at the end of 2022 a number of the slates came off the roof of the church at St 
Mary’s, the roofers have been contacted and will be out soon to replace the missing slates and 
repair any damage that has been caused to the roof.  
 

Fr Wyllie is hoping to work with Mrs McCart and Mrs Quadrelli this coming year on giving the 
garden behind the Parish Hall a much needed makeover to make it suitable and safe for the 
young people of our school to use and also to make the area a place where those using the Hall 
can use too. At present the garden is in a terrible state of disrepair. We are hoping that we will be 
successful in grant applications to carry out this work and will hopefully set up a gardening club, 
which would allow members of the parish to work in the garden and support this effort. 

MOTHERWELL DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2023 
 

The Motherwell Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from 14th - 21st July. Fr Wyllie is 
keen to take a group from the parish on this pilgrimage. If you would like to take part in this 
pilgrimage to Our Lady’s shrine in Lourdes, France, then please speak with Fr Wyllie over the next 
few weeks. Anyone who would need assistance with mobility or doesn’t keep good health 
should travel with the Hospitalité rather than the parish group. If you will have completed sixth 
year by the summer or you are 18 - 25, you are invited to join the Youth Pilgrimage. All young 
people are invited to join the pilgrimage as helpers. Any young person who would wish to join 
the Youth Pilgrimage is asked to get in contact with Fr Mark O’Donnell at 
frodonnell@rcdom.org.uk  



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Joyce Heeley, Phyllis Nicholson, Selina Gold, Adrienne McEnhill, Kathy Newbound, Pat 
Whalin, Charles Kennedy (Florida), Janet McIntosh, Annette Thomson, Kathleen Brannigan, 
Mandy Murray McVie, Kevin Feeney 
 
 

RIP - Pope Benedict XVI, Ernie Girvan (Requiem Mass - Friday 27th January at 10.00am (Please 
note that Mass will be at 10.00am that day), Catherine Howley, Mairi Jack, Mary Toll 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - John Gowans, Charles Morrison, Martin Gibney 
 

Please remember to have your dead loved ones prayed for on their anniversary 

REFLECTION ON HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT XVI FROM BISHOP TOAL 
 

Having been chosen by Pope Benedict as Bishop of Argyll and the Isles, his mandate 
for my Episcopal Ordination was read to those assembled in St Columba’s Cathedral 
Oban on 8th December 2008 and I was duly ordained Bishop of the Diocese. It is 
right therefore for me personally to feel a special affection for Pope Benedict and 
recall with gratitude his part in my life and the communion in the Lord that linked me, 
and all bishops, so closely with our Holy Father and Brother Bishop. 
 

Just over a year later, in February 2010, I had the privilege of meeting Pope Benedict 
in person during the Scottish Bishops’ Ad Limina Visit to Rome. Each of us got to 
speak with the Holy Father privately, and I recall these precious few minutes as the 
softly-spoken Pontiff asked me about the Diocese of Argyll and the Isles. Of course his 
English was very fluent and the conversation quite relaxed. I remember he was 
particularly interested in Catholic Schools and the teaching of our faith in them. 
Later in his address to all of the Scottish Bishops after our private audiences he 
recalled that our Ad Limina Visit was taking place during the Year of the Priest and 
proposed St John Ogilvie as a courageous model for all Scottish Priests. He commended our work in 
promoting the on-going formation of priests and the promotion of Vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life. For Pope Benedict holiness of life, attained through a loving personal relationship with the 
Lord, was the essential element in the life of all the baptised – the lay faithful, religious and clergy. 
 

Later in 2010 Pope Benedict made his State Visit to UK, beginning with the meeting with the Queen in 
Edinburgh on the morning of 16th September. That afternoon he celebrated Mass with the Catholics of 
Scotland at Bellahouston and he recalled with emotion that his predecessor, St John Paul II, had also 
celebrated Mass in the Park on 2nd June 1982, with 250,000 present. Pope Benedict spoke of the long 
Christian tradition in Scotland, the witness of our Scottish saints, and the call to us all to live holy lives in our 
own time, in order to keep the flame of faith alive in our land. As a Scottish Bishop it was a privilege to be 
with Pope Benedict that day and to concelebrate Mass with him, and then to accompany him on the rest 
of his Visit over the next few days in London and Birmingham. Again the Concelebrated Masses in 
Westminster Cathedral and in Birmingham for the Beatification of John Henry Cardinal Newman hold a 
special memory for me, particularly the strong sense of the communion of all the bishops with the Bishop of 
Rome in the service of the Lord and his Church. My particular memory of what Pope Benedict said during 
his time among us was again his emphasis on the call to holiness, and especially his inspiring words to the 
young people of the Church – “Be the Saints of the 21st Century”. Indeed the Pope’s encouraging words 
to the young, and his appeal to them, were an important part of the visit. The good number of Vocations 
to the Priesthood in recent years in the Diocese of Motherwell may be a fruit of the Pope’s presence and 
clear teaching. 
 

A month after Pope Benedict’s Visit, in October 2010, I was privileged to accompany the Scottish pilgrims 
to Rome for the Canonisation of the St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, the First Australian to be canonised. 
Those of us from the Highlands are particularly proud of her Scottish connections and it was wonderful to 
be at Mass with Pope Benedict when he proclaimed Mary a saint of the Church. Once again it was very 
special for me as a Scottish Bishop with a family connection to St Mary MacKillop to be invited to be one of 
the concelebrants at the Mass of Canonisation. Again at this Mass Pope Benedict spoke of the power and 
beauty of holiness as exemplified in the lives of St Mary MacKillop and the others being canonised, and 
highlighted her vocation as an outstanding teacher, especially of poor and disadvantaged children. 
 

The call to us all to live holy lives, and so grow and remain in deep friendship with the Lord, and by doing 
so to give faithful witness to Him, was always at the heart of Pope Benedict’s preaching. He himself was a 
good teacher and his legacy of that teaching and his clarity of vision are an outstanding treasure he has 
left to the church to be pondered upon and valued by coming generations. 
 

May he now share, along with Mary, Joseph, and all the Saints, through the Lord’s resurrection, in the 
fullness of God’s life in heaven, in which he firmly believed and placed all his hope. May he rest in peace. 
 

X Joseph Toal 


