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PERFECTAE CARITATIS 
 

On 28th October 1965, the Second Vatican Council 
promulgated the Decree on the Adaption and Renewal of 
Religious Life, titled Perfectae Caritatis (translated as Perfect 
Charity). 
 

In chapter 6 of Lumen Gentium, the Council had already given 
exposure of the nature of religious life. This Decree was 
published in order to “treat of the life and discipline of those 
institutes whose members make profession of chastity, poverty 
and obedience and to provide for their needs in our time”. The 
topics dealt with in this Decree are: 
 

Religious men and women (nuns, monks, brothers and sisters) seek to imitate Jesus more closely 
and to attain perfect charity by following the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity and 
obedience. They bind themselves to Jesus and give their lives to God and to the Church. 
 

Contemplative brothers and sisters give themselves over to God alone in solitude and silence, 
religious who pursue apostolic work must look to Christ as the source of their activity. Monastic 
religious must hold onto their traditions and rules and at the same time adapt to modern-day. 
 

The evangelical counsels are described and promoted: Chastity frees one to become more 
fervent in loving God and neighbour; Poverty helps religious imitate Christ, who was poor; 
Obedience helps religious to offer their lives and will to Christ. Religious were encouraged to 
keep a common life of prayer and work, living like families that must strive to live in love and 
unity. They were invited to foster vocations and to actively seek suitable candidates. 
 

The subject of religious habits (clothes) was discussed too. The Decree asked that religious habits 
should be “simple and modest, at once poor and becoming” but permission was given to 
update them to fit the requirements of the community, not necessarily to abandon them 
altogether. 
 

Religious orders were mandated to return to the sources and spirit of their founders, placing the 
Gospel as the supreme rule of life. All religious houses were to ensure that Mass, scripture, 
devotions, the Divine Office and meditation were properly observed. They were also told to 
ensure that the sisters and brothers in the religious houses were given suitable awareness of 
contemporary society, the human condition and the needs of the Church in their area.  
 

All legislation, customs, rules of life and structure of the religious orders were to be brought into 
accord with the documents of the Vatican Council. Sadly, many religious brothers and sisters, 
and also their governing bodies were not equipped to implement these changes. 
 

The period which followed this Decree was marked by a huge amount of experimentation in 
religious life with many institutes replacing their traditional habits with more modern attire, 
experimentation with different forms of prayer and community life, and adapted obedience to a 
superior with a form of consultation and discussion. Around 90,000 religious sisters and over 10,000 
religious brothers left the convent and monastery in the years that followed this Decree.  



THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Sunday 10th May   (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 11.00am - 5.45pm) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Sixth Sunday of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Sixth Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Sixth Sunday of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Monday 11th May  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
11.30am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Monday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
12.25pm  Novena in honour of St Peregrine (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 12th May  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.00am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.55am  Novena in honour of St Anthony (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 13th May   (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 7.45pm) 
9.30am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary & May Devotions (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Feast Day of Our Lady of Fatima (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Recitation of the Holy Rosary & May Devotions (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 14th May  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord (Our Lady & St John’s) 
10.30am  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord (St Mary’s) 
 

Friday 15th May    (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.30am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Friday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 16th May  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 5.45pm; OLSJ Closed) 
12noon  First Holy Communion Mass (St Mary’s) 
4.15pm  Confessions until 4.45pm (St Mary’s) 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass for the Seventh Sunday of Eastertide (St Mary’s) 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

13th May - Feast of Our Lady of Fatima - Our Lady of Fatima is the title given to the Virgin Mary in 
her six apparitions before three peasant children near the village of Fatima, Portugal, in 1917. 
Since those apparitions, millions of the faithful have made pilgrimages to the site where the 
Blessed Virgin Mary appeared. The apparitions were officially recognised by the Church as 
“worthy of belief” in 1930. On 13th May 1917, Lucia dos Santos (aged 10) and her cousins 
Francisco and Jacinta Marto (aged 8 & 6, respectively) were tending sheep when they had a 
visions of a woman surrounded by light who identified herself as the Lady of the Rosary. She 
emphasised the necessity of praying the Rosary for world peace. The children also said that she 
told them God would perform a miracle on 13th October 1917 so that people would believe. A 
crowd estimated at about 70,000, believers, sceptics and reporters alike, witnessed what was 
described as a miraculous solar phenomenon in which the sun  appeared to fall toward earth 
immediately after the lady’s final appearance to the children. The shrine at Fatima welcomes 
around 6.5 million pilgrims each year. As our parish Feast Day, we will pray the Rosary, ask Our 
Lady’s intercession and celebrate Mass. 
 

14th May - SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD - Is a Holyday of Obligation. When the 
Lord, 40 days after Easter, is taken to heaven, he tells the disciples to preach everywhere, 
assuring them that he will work with them from heaven, confirming their words with powerful 
signs.  

PARISH PATRONAL FEAST DAY 
 

Wednesday of this week sees the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, our parish patronal feast 
day. Please make a special effort to come to the Rosary and May Devotions (9.30am 
in Larkhall and 6.30pm in Blackwood) and the Patronal Feast Day Mass (Larkhall at 
10.00am). Due to the Holyday of Obligation on Thursday of this week, the Wednesday 
evening Mass will be a Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of the Ascension rather than a Mass 
for the Feast Day. 



PARISH LADIES DAY  
The Parish Hall 

SATURDAY 6TH JUNE 
12noon - 6.00pm 

Includes the Abba tribute duo, prosecco Tea & Bar. 
TICKETS - £20.00 

Available by emailing: BlackwoodHallBookings@outlook.com 

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Offertory Collection & Donations: £917.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £2,098.50 
Stained Glass Collection:   £280.00 
Digital Giving:     £113.00 
Stall:       £60.00 
       £3,468.50 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

To set up a standing order for the parish: 
 

Account Name - Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

Account No - 00499758  Sort Code - 800877 

HIRE OF THE PARISH HALL 
 

The Parish Hall is available for 
private functions, community 
events, regular lets and fundraising 
events. Please consider having 
your parties and functions in the 
Parish Hall to support the parish. If 
you would like to find out more information 
regarding the Hall and bookings, then please 
contact the Hal l  through emai l : 
BlackwoodHallBookings@outlook.com  

PARISH FINANCE TEAM 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Finance Team will take place on Tuesday 9th June at 2.30pm in 
the Parish Hall. Members of this team are: Fr Wyllie, Gerry McCaughey, Mary McDermott, Irene  
McGoldrick & Margaret Weir. Any points you’d like raised, please speak with one of them.  

PARISH LUNCH CLUB 
The Parish Hall 

THURSDAY 28TH MAY 
Mass at 12.30pm 

Followed by lunch in the Parish Hall 

PARISH FRIDAY DRINKS 
The Parish Hall 

EVERY FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
2.00pm - 9.00pm 

Card Payments  preferrable  

KEYS FOR PARISH PROPERTIES 
 

If you did not receive your key directly from Fr Wyllie please hand it in at the earliest opportunity. 

PARISH SCOTTISH CUP FINAL 
The Parish Hall 

SATURDAY 23RD MAY 
Bar open from 12noon, Kick off 3.00pm 

Tickets £5.00, includes Pies & Snacks Names on list  

GETTING READY FOR SUMMER 
 

We have very committed gardeners who look after our parish gardens faithfully every summer. 
They do not have time to clear leaves, moss and litter from the parish grounds. If you could spare 
some time to help clear the weeds, leaves and moss around our parish properties over the next 
few weeks please speak with Bert Lynch (Blackwood) or Stephen Fleming (Larkhall). 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

SICK - Cathy Caven, Sheila Coffield, Margaret McCormick, Marjory McMurray, Louise Gonnella, 
Faith Lindsay, Pat Whalin, Declan McDonald, Paul McMurray, Aaron Mulligan, Stephen Fleming, 
Marion Bryson, William Young, Andy McGarvey, Julia Brassington, Maureen Crank, Robbie Frew, 
George Murphy, Phyllis Fleming 
 

RIP - Councillor Lesley McDonald, Professor Judith Champ, Michael Donnelly, Margaret Craig, 
Lavina Bunce 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - John & Mary Brennan, Ray & Mary Brennan, Jennifer 
Cochran, John & Mary Corr, William Tait, Jim & Mary Dow, John Beckett 

HALL TEAM MEETING 
 

The Hall Team will meet on Wednesday 27th May after the 7.00pm Mass. The members of this 
team are: Fr Wyllie, Christine & Matt Dobbin, Fiona & John Gibney, John Higgins, Margaret Laird, 
Pauline Martin, Bob McDermott, Stevie Reilly, Vivien Stewart & June Walker. 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 

We need help to maintain the community garden from April - September. We appreciate 
everyone is busy, so in an effort to make this task more manageable, we are looking for people 
to take on responsibility for a small area. If anyone would like to help, there will be a 'map' at the 
back of the church. Please contact Vivien on greenferns1@hotmail.com with any questions. 

 

OFFERINGS TO THE PARISH 
 

We now have the digital giving machines up and running in both churches. This 
affords parishioners who do not carry cash to contribute to the collection, pay 
for candles and stall items through their bank card, apple pay or google pay. It’s 
very simple to use. When you tap the screen you’ll see several options (these 
options are: Offertory Collection; Building Fund; Votive Candles; Stall; Second 
Collection). You just tap the tab which you wish to make a contribution to and 
then select the amount, or you can enter the amount manually. Please double 
check the amount before you present you card or phone. If you are in the Giftaid scheme you 
can Giftaid your donations through the machine, you only have to enter your details once and 
the system will remember your information. If you have any issues or are unsure 
how to use the machines please don’t hesitate to ask. We have a new QR Code 
for those who wish to donate to the parish through this means. You just scan the 
code with your phone camera open and then select the link which will appear 
beneath the code. Select the tab which you’d like to donate to (Offertory, 
Votives, Stall etc.) and then type in the amount. At the top of the payment 
screen you select Apple pay or Google pay and then follow the instructions.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AFTER SUMMER 
 

Parish BBQ      Saturday 22nd August   6.30pm 
Parish International Mass & Meal  Friday 11th September   6.30pm Mass 
Beginning of Parish Forty Hours  Sunday 13th September   After 10.00am Mass 

PHONES & ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 

Over the past few weeks Masses and quiet prayer before Mass have been interrupted several 
times with mobile phones and electronic devices going off. Please ensure that mobile phones 
and other electronic devices are switched to silent or vibrate as to not disturb others. 

GIFTAID ENVELOPES 
 

The current sets of Giftaid envelopes will run our in a few weeks time. The new sets will be 
available at the back of the church for those who contribute to the weekly collection through 
the Giftaid envelopes. Please pick up your set of envelopes over the next few weeks.  


