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COMING TOGETHER AS A PARISH 
 

PARISH BARBEQUE - SATURDAY 13TH AUGUST 
 

To celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary into Heaven, after the Vigil Mass, in the parish grounds of St 
Mary’s, we will have a Parish BBQ. All parishioners from Larkhall and 
Blackwood are warmly invited with their friends and family. There is a 
list at the back of the church this weekend, so please place your 
name on the list by 7th August. Pray for good weather! 
 

Many thanks to those who have offered their help in organising this 
event. A planning meeting will take place this Monday evening, at 
6.30pm in St Mary’s to organise what we need to do. We just need to 
get a good number of parishioners to come along and make the 
evening a success, so please make a special effort to come along for 
an hour or two to the BBQ. There will be a modest charge for the food 
and drink which will be available on the evening.  
 

PARISH INTERNATIONAL NIGHT - FRIDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 
 

A Parish International Night would be an opportunity for us to get to 
know our parishioners who come from various countries throughout 
the world. We are very fortunate to have parishioners from different 
countries in Europe, Oceania, Africa and Asia. What a great blessing 
that is and one that we should really appreciate more. The evening 
would include a Mass in Our Lady & St John’s followed by food and 
snacks from the various countries, traditional dress, music and other 
entertainment in the Parish Hall. This will take place on Friday 9th 
September with Mass beginning at 6.30pm. We are relying on 
parishioners from different countries to help organise this event. A 
meeting will take place on Wednesday 17th August after 7.00pm Mass 
for all those willing to get involved. 

 
PARISH FORTY HOURS ADORATION - SUNDAY 4TH - TUESDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 

 

Our annual Forty Hours Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
place this year in Our Lady & St John’s from Sunday 4th September 
after the 12noon Mass until 8.00pm on Tuesday 6th September. During 
this time the church will be open and the Blessed Sacrament exposed 
for adoration each day. There will be additional opportunities for 
public prayer, confessions and liturgies throughout this time, as well as 
time for our young people to come to the church in their class groups 
to spend some time before the Lord in the Holy Eucharist. The Forty 
Hours of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is a moment of enormous 
grace for us as individuals and as a parish. There will be half hour slots 
for private watching before the Eucharist throughout each of the days. 

Our Lady & St John’s 
Carlisle Road 

Blackwood, ML11 9RZ 

St Mary’s 
Raploch Road 

Larkhall, ML9 1AN 



THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Sunday 24th July 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm  Holy Mass for the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Monday 25th July 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Feast of St James (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 26th July 
9.30am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St Joachim & St Anne (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 27th July 
10.00am  Holy Mass for Wednesday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for an increase in Vocations to the Priesthood (Our Lady & St John’s)  
 

Thursday 28th July 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Thursday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
    

Friday 29th July 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St Martha, St Mary & St Lazarus (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 30th July 
4.45pm  Confessions until 5.15pm (St Mary’s) 
5.30pm  Vigil Mass for the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
 
 
 
 
 

IF YOU ARE RETIRED, OFF WORK OR ON HOLIDAY PLEASE CONSIDER COMING TO WEEKDAY MASS 

SPECIAL MASS FOR GRANDPARENTS 
 

Each year we observe the Feast of St Joachim & St Anne this coming Tuesday, 26th 
July, the grandparents of Our Lord and parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On that 
day, Fr Wyllie invites all grandparents to attend the 9.30am Mass, where there will 
be a special blessing for the grandparents present, and also to recognise the very 
important role that grandparents play in handing on the Faith and in caring for our 
young parishioners. Please make a special effort to come along to this Mass. It 
would be nice for grandparents to bring all or some of their grandchildren along to Mass that 
morning so we can celebrate with our young people the importance of grandparents. 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

25th July - Feast of St James - St James the Greater (i.e., the older of the two apostles called 
James) and his brother John, while working on their father’s boat on the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee, promptly obeyed Christ’s call to follow him. The two brothers, whom Jesus nicknamed 
the Sons of Thunder, formed with Cephas (nicknamed Peter) the trio whom Jesus often had 
closest to him. After Pentecost, the history of James is told in popular belief: that he went to Spain 
to preach the Gospel and, on a return visit to Jerusalem, was arrested and suffered martyrdom 
under Herod Agrippa in 44AD; that his body was taken back to Spain and buried where now the 
great cathedral of Santiago (St James) de Compostella still draws pilgrims in their hundreds of 
thousands each year. St James is the patron of pilgrims and Spain, 
 

26th July - Memoria of St Joachim & St Anne - St Joachim and St Anne are the names given to 
the parents of Our Lady, and, therefore, grandparents of Jesus, according to a second-century 
tradition. Pope Francis has declared them to be patrons of grandparents. St Anne is also the 
patron saint of mothers and women in labour. St Joachim is patron saint of fathers, grandfathers, 
married couples, cabinet makers, and linen traders. 
 

29th July - Memoria of St Martha, St Mary & St Lazarus - These three siblings lived in Bethany, just 
outside Jerusalem, and were friends of Jesus. On one visit, Jesus had Mary sitting at his feet and 
listening to him when Martha complained that she was not helping her to prepare the meal. 
Jesus chided Martha, telling her that her sister ‘had chosen the better part’. Later, we hear the 
graphic account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead to the delight of the two sisters. In 2021 
Pope Francis decreed that the three siblings should share this feast day, which was the original 
feast of St Martha, although strangely we celebrated the Feast of St Mary Magdalene last week. 



SPONSOR A TILE 
 

We are hoping to have the arrangements 
finalised over the next week for the fitting of the 
new tiled floor in Our Lady & St John’s. Once 
these details have been confirmed a notice will 
be placed in the bulletin to alert all parishioners 
to the plan going forward. Fr Wyllie would like 
to thank all those parishioners who have 
already contributed to the ‘Sponsor a Tile’ 
fundraiser. So far, there has been £1,025.00 
donated. If you would like to sponsor a tile, as a 
family or individual, for a deceased loved one 
or in gratitude for something, then please 
place a donation of £25.00 per tile in an 
envelope clearly marked ‘SPONSOR A TILE’ with 
the names of the those you would wish the tiles 
dedicated to inside. A plaque will be 
commissioned and placed at the back of the 
church with the names of those to whom the 
tiles are dedicated to. Please hand in all 
sponsor money by Sunday 7th August.  

ST MARY’S CEMETERY, LANARK 
 

St Mary’s Cemetery in Lanark is selling lairs. As you may know, funeral costs continue to increase, 
and burial ground is becoming more expensive. They were advised by South Lanarkshire Council 
on the pricing of lairs, and at present a new lair is £1,233.69. The cemetery has many lairs left 
before they move to look at extending the cemetery. If you would like to purchase a lair in St 
Mary’s, at the current price, you can contact Fr John-Paul on 01555 662234 or email Kathleen at 
stmarycemetery@rcdom.org.uk  

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £870.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £280.00 
Giftaid Loose Change Reclaim:  £4,000.00 
Votive Candles:     £197.00 
Stall:       £78.00 
TOTAL:        £5,425.00 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 

NEW VOTIVE CANDLE STANDS 
 

New votive candle stands have been placed 
at the statues of St Anthony & St Joseph’s in St 
Mary’s and at the Sacred Heart statue in Our 
Lady & St John’s. It is an ancient tradition for 
Catholics to light candles before the images of 
Our Lord, Our Lady & the saints. Please make 
use of these new votive candle stands by 
lighting a candle and offering up a prayer 
before the statues, asking for the prayers and 
protection of Our Lady & the saints.  

PARISH SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

The Parish is on various social media 
outlets. Please follow us on the 
following: 
 

Facebook -  catholicparishourladyoffatima 
Twitter -   OLOFParish 
Instagram -  olofparish 
Website -   parishofourladyoffatima.com 

KID’S BULLETIN 
 

Worksheets which focus on the 
Gospel of today with a wordsearch 
and quiz and a colouring-in exercise 
are available at the back of the 
church for the young parishioners to 
take home with them. This will help 
them think about the Gospel. Please pick up a 
copy as you leave the church today. 

NEW PARQUET FLOORING 
 

The new parquet flooring arrived a fortnight 
ago and is being safely stored and prepped to 
be laid in Our Lady & St John’s at the 
beginning of August. This work under the pews 
will be carried out as quickly as possible. Due to 
the upheaval of having to move the church 
seating and other work, the church will be 
closed while this work is undertaken. During the 
time that the church is closed we will use the 
Parish Hall for the weekday and Sunday 
Masses. The finished product will really 
enhance the beauty of the church and will 
help practically when the pews will be 
fastened to the floor rather than shifting as they 
currently do. Samples of the parquet can be 
found in the stall, have a little look.  

DIOCESAN VOCATIONS MASS 
 

Bishop Toal invites the whole Diocese to gather 
for the annual Vocations Mass which will take 
place on Tuesday 30th August at 7.00pm in Our 
Lady of Good Aid Cathedral. Please make a 
special effort to attend this Mass. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
 

The St Vincent de Paul Furniture Unit in Wishaw 
is looking for fit persons to help for four hours 
once or twice a month. The type of work would 
be sorting items in the unit, driving a van, 
helping with uplifts and deliveries to needy in 
the community. See the notice board. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Selina Gold, Adrienne McEnhill, Kathy Newbound, Ernie Girvan, Pat Whalin, Charles 
Kennedy (Florida), James Ferguson, Alice Cumming, Janet McIntosh, Annette Thomson, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Mandy Murray McVie, Kevin Feeney 
 

RIP - Terry Meade (Glenavon Court, Larkhall) 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Catherine Deerin (Birthday Remembrance), Mary Boyle, 
Robert Maguire, Ian Quinn, Isabella & Walter Freeland 
 

Please remember to have your dead loved ones prayed for on their anniversary 

SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN 
 

BUFFER ZONES CONSULTATION 
Attacks on freedom of speech and freedom of religion in Scotland are increasing. A public 
consultation has been launched on a bill proposed by Gillian Mackay MSP to bring in buffer 
zones around facilities that provide abortion in Scotland. Ms Mackay’s proposals would 
criminalise all pro-life activities in the vicinity of abortion facilities, including silent prayer. If this Bill 
becomes law, anyone taking part in a pro-life vigil in Scotland would be subject to a six month 
jail sentence for a first offence, and up to two years for subsequent breaches. It is important that 
as many people as possible respond to the consultation currently taking place. If this bill 
becomes law, there are likely to be other measures to prohibit public pro-life witness and the 
display of pro-life material in public areas. SPUC has produced a briefing to help people respond 
to this consultation. A poster is available at the back of both churches and some leaflets are 
available too. Consultation link here: https://www.spuc.org.uk/scottishbufferzonesconsultation  
 

BEING PRESENT TO WOMEN WHO HAVE HAD ABORTIONS 
The focus on abortion in the media and in the public consciousness will also be having an impact 
on those who have had abortions, including women in our parish. As well as speaking up for the 
rights of the unborn with love, including through offering help outside clinics, it is vital that these 
women are given the opportunity to seek healing. With that in mind, the Abortion Recovery Care 
and Helpline (ARCH), which provides free, non-judgemental counselling for women (and men) 
who are suffering after abortion. The details for ARCH are: Telephone - 0345 605 8501; Email - 
info@archtrust.org.uk; Website - www.archtrust.org.uk. Calls are free from most landlines and 
mobiles and can be reached between 9.00am and 5.00pm, 7.00pm - 10.00pm each day.  

“AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION” 
 

Pope Benedict XVI reminded us that God certainly does not lead us into temptation. We are helped to 
understand this by reflecting on the temptations of Jesus before he began his public ministry. He was “led 
out into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil” The Letter to the Hebrews emphasises how 
we understand the temptations of Jesus: For, because he himself has suffered and been tempted, he is 
able to help those who are tempted”... For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are. Yet without sin”. 
 

Pope Benedict goes to the Book of Job to underline the distinction between trial and temptation. It is 
customary for us to see Job as the great exemplar of patience and endurance in the face of great 
suffering. In fact the Book of Job is all about trust in God and his providence in every trial and 
disappointment that comes our way. It depicts Satan as challenging God to allow misfortune to 
overwhelm Job, because, as Satan says, his virtue is solely due to his prosperity, which God has heaped 
upon him. The reaction of Job however, is that God gave him many good things, and he has a right to 
take them away. Rather than being angry and turning against God, Job upholds God’s right to bring 
misfortune on him. The Book of Job sees the trials of Job as a purifying experience leading to a profound 
oneness with God’s will. 
 

Love always involves a process of purifications, renunciations, and painful transformations of ourselves. 
What we are saying when we ask “lead us not into temptation” is that God will not overestimate our 
strength to resist temptation, that he will be close to us with his protecting hand when temptation 
becomes too much for us. Temptation also comes to keep us humble, to save us from forming too high an 
opinion of ourselves. When we pray this petition, we must be ready to take upon ourselves the burden of 
trial that is meted out to us. On the other hand, the object of the petition is to ask God not to mete out 
more than we bear, not to let us slip from his hands. St Paul has assured us: “God is faithful, and he will not 
let you be tempted beyond you strength, but with the temptation will also provide the means of escape, 
that you may be able to endure it”. 


