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PRIESTLY PROMISES 
 

At ordination, candidates for the priesthood make solemn commitments 
regarding their future ministry and way of life. The exact vows depend on 
whether they are a diocesan priest or a member of a religious order, but 
universally include a pledge of service, obedience, and theological 
integrity. In the Catholic Church, diocesan priests make solemn promises of 
celibacy, prayer and obedience to their bishop. Before making these 
promises, they also declare their intent to preach the truth of the faith, assist 
the bishop's mission, and reverently celebrate the sacraments.  
 

The bishop begins by saying: “Dear son, before you enter the Order of the 
Priesthood, you must declare before the people your intention to undertake 
this office.” He then asks the following questions: 
 

Do you resolve, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to discharge without fail the 
office of Priesthood in the presbyteral rank, as a worthy fellow worker with the Order of Bishops in 
caring for the Lord’s flock?  The candidate responds, “I do.” 
 

Bishops are the primary shepherds in a particular region. Priests are meant to be co-workers, who 
assist the bishop in their pastoral mission looking after the Lord’s flock. 
 

Do you resolve to exercise the ministry of the word worthily and wisely, preaching the Gospel and 
teaching the Catholic faith? The candidate responds, “I do.” 
 

Priests are entrusted with the task of preaching the Catholic faith to their flock, handing on to 
them the heritage of the Gospel. 
 

Do you resolve to celebrate faithfully and reverently, in accord with the Church’s tradition, the 
mysteries of Christ, especially the Sacrifice of the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
for the glory of God and the sanctification of the Christian people? He responds, “I do.” 
 

This is a promise to abide by the Church's directives for the liturgy and to celebrate the 
sacraments with great reverence and respect. 
 

Do you resolve to implore with us God’s mercy upon the people entrusted to your care by 
observing the command to pray without ceasing? The candidate responds, “I do.” 
 

This reminds the priest of his commitment to prayer, first solemnly promised at his diaconate 
ordination, where he promised to pray the Liturgy of the Hours (Divine Office) on a daily basis. 
 

Do you resolve to be united more closely every day to Christ the High Priest, who offered for us to 
the Father as a pure sacrifice, and with him to consecrate yourself to God for the salvation of all? 
The candidate responds by saying, “I do, with the help of God.” 
 

This is a weighty promise, urging the priest to imitate Jesus Christ and consecrate his entire life to 
him. 
 

Do you promise respect and obedience to me and my successors?  He replies, “I do.” 
This is the final promise a priest makes, and it is done more solemnly than the others. The 
priest kneels before the bishop and places his hands between the bishop's hands. It is a physical 
reminder and pledge to respect and obey the bishop and his successors. 



THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Sunday 26th July   (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 11.00am - 1.00pm) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (OLSJ) 
2.00pm  Baptism (St Mary’s) 
    

Monday 27th July  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
11.30am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Monday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 
12.25pm  Novena in honour of St Peregrine (St Mary’s) 
 

Tuesday 28th July  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.00am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.55am  Novena in honour of St Anthony (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 29th July   (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.30am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St Martha, St Mary & St Lazarus (St Mary’s) 
 

Thursday 30th July  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.00am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Thursday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Friday 31st July    (St Mary’s 9.00am - 4.00pm; OLSJ 8.00am - 4.00pm) 
9.30am  Recitation of the Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Memoria of St Ignatius of Loyola (St Mary’s) 
1.00pm  Wedding Service (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 1st August  (St Mary’s 9.00am - 5.45pm; OLSJ Closed) 
4.15pm  Confessions until 4.45pm (St Mary’s) 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass for the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time (St Mary’s) 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

29th July - Memoria of St Martha, St Mary & St Lazarus - Saints Martha, Mary & Lazarus were three 
siblings living in Bethany, just outside Jerusalem, and were friends of Jesus. On one visit, Jesus had 
Mary sitting at his feet and listening to him when Martha complained that she was not helping 
her to prepare the meal. Jesus chided Martha, telling her that her sister ‘had chosen the better 
part’ (Luke 10:38-42). Later, we hear the graphic account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead 
to the delight of the two sisters (John 11:1-44 and 12:3). In 2021 Pope Francis decreed that 
henceforth the three siblings should share this feast day. St Martha is the patron saint of cooks, 
servers, homemakers, and hospitality workers. St Mary is the patron saint of lectors (readers in 
church) and St Lazarus is the patron saint of grave diggers. 
 

31st July - Memoria of St Ignatius of Loyola - St Ignatius was born in 1491 in the Basque country of 
northern Spain. He became a soldier and was seriously injured in battle at Pamplona in 1521. It 
was during his long recuperation that he received the grace of spiritual conversion. He read 
about the lives of Christ and the saints and realised their worth, compared to the lives of so many 
people like himself. Such ‘discernment of spirits’ became an essential element in his Spiritual 
Exercises, composed from 1522 to 1524. Later, at the University of Paris, he and five fellow 
students took religious vows (the first step in founding the Society of Jesus); in 1539 a special vow 
was added of total obedience to the pope. Ignatius led the new order known as the Jesuits. It 
became a key element in the Counter Reformation and still remains prominent in the education 
of the young, in foreign missions, in charitable works and in scholarship. He died in 1556 and is the 
patron saint of the Jesuits, soldiers and spiritual retreats.  
 

1st August - Memoria of St Alphonsus Ligouri - St Alphonsus was born near Naples in 1696 and was 
talented in the arts of music, painting and poetry, his first choice of career was law but, aged 27, 
he decided to be a priest. He worked among the homeless youth in Naples and in nearby rural 
areas, became known as a preacher with a simple and direct style and as a confessor who, 
although opposing moral laxity, rejected rigorist attitudes, like Jansenism. In 1732, he founded the 
Redemptorist Order and in 1762 he was made bishop of Sant’ Agata de’ Goti. He had a special 
devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Due to ill-health and difficulties moving, he resigned 
from the diocese in 1775 and died in 1787. He is the patron saint of those who suffer arthritis.  



PARISH FINANCES 
 

Offertory Collection & Donations: £840.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £130.00 
Digital Giving:     £145.00 
Stall:       £40.00 
       £1,155.00 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

To set up a standing order for the parish: 
 

Account Name - Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

Account No - 00499758  Sort Code - 800877 
Giftaid forms available at back of the church. 

HIRE OF THE PARISH HALL 
 

The Parish Hall is available for 
private functions, community 
events, regular lets and fundraising 
events. Please consider having 
your parties and functions in the 
Parish Hall to support the parish. If 
you would like to find out more information 
regarding the Hall and bookings, then please 
contact the Hal l  through emai l : 
BlackwoodHallBookings@outlook.com  

RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

There are a number of parish events scheduled for August, September, October and November. 
If you could make donations of raffle prizes for all or any of these events please hand them at 
the back of the church over the next few weeks. Any donations will be very gratefully received 
indeed. For the Parish Summer Party, the Parish International Night and Parish Family Halloween 
Party a mixture of prizes for both adults and young people would be very welcome. Many thanks 
for all your support of the various parish events which are held in our parish.  

JAMS, SCONES & BISCUITS FOR AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED 
 

Louisa and Bethany will be selling their delicious jams, scones and biscuits after the 12noon Mass 
on Sunday 6th September. All proceeds will go to Aid to the Church in Need.  

NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE TO CARFIN 
 

The annual National Pilgrimage to Carfin Grotto will take place this year on Sunday 6th 
September with a concelebrated Mass with the bishops of Scotland at 3.00pm. All welcome. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

We extend our congratulations and best wishes to baby Freya Rose, her mum and dad and 
extended family on the occasion of her Baptism last Sunday in Our Lady & St John’s. May God 
always enlighten this child to walk as a child of God and an heir to everlasting salvation. 

QR CODE & DIGITAL GIVING 
 

The QR code can also be used to donate to the parish through your phone. Just open 
your camera app, hold the camera to the QR code and follow the instructions. It’s 
simple and easy to use. Many thanks for your continued generosity to the parish.  

GIFTAID FORMS 
 

Along with this bulletin you should find a Giftaid form. This is to encourage parishioners who pay 
UK Tax on their salary, pensions, savings or other income to join this scheme which benefits our 
parish to the tune of between £14,000 and £15,000 each year. If you could join it would be very 
greatly appreciated. If you wish to contribute to the parish through the offertory collection you 
just have to fill out the part with your name, address and national insurance number and return 
to the parish and you will receive a packet of Giftaid envelopes. If you wish to contribute through 
standing order you should complete both parts of the form and return to the parish and we will 
send it to your bank. If you have already set up a standing order but are not signed up to Giftaid, 
you only have to fill out the part with your name, address, national insurance number. It would 
be great to get a good response to this appeal. Please consider filling out the form today. 

WEDDING 
 

We send our heartfelt congratulations to Liam and Niamh who were married in St Mary’s on 
Friday afternoon. May God bless them as they begin their married life together.  



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

SICK - Patricia Simpson, Gemma Barton, Rose M. Taylor, Cathy Caven, Faith Lindsay, Pat Whalin, 
Stephen Fleming, Robbie Frew, Marjory McMurray 
 

RIP - John Holton, Louise Donohue (Ireland) 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Mary Boyle, John Holton, Louise Gonnella, Ian Quinn, Robert 
Maguire, Isa Freeland  

 

Please remember to have your dead loved ones prayed for on their anniversary 

 

HOLIDAY CHURCHES 
 

Over the past few years we have encouraged parishioners to send photographs of 
the churches they attend on their summer holidays. It’s been great to see the 
many churches which have been sent through already, reminding us that we are 
part of a Church which is present in every country in the world. If you are heading 
away on holiday why not send through a photo of the church you attend and let 
us know where it is and we’ll share it on the parish social media. 


