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THOUGHTS ON THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
 

The season has arrived again to string up Christmas lights, decorate the 
tree, attend work Christmas parties, school nativities, plan out party 
menus, and buy gifts at shopping centres where it’s close to impossible to 
find parking. The Christmas season is in full effect… and it’s only 
November! 
 

Oddly enough, we constantly complain about how fast time flies, but we 
speed through a whole month to get to the Christmas season. The to-do 
list of things that take over our lives leading up to the Christmas season 
usually causes more stress and anguish than joy. 
 

Thankfully, the liturgical season of Advent is here to rescue Christmas. 
 

Advent is a time when we can step back from the hectic routine, slow 
down and contemplate the Mystery of the Incarnation (God taking flesh). It marks the beginning 
of a new liturgical year in the Church that slowly builds momentum towards Christmas as the 
weeks go by. As with all new beginnings, this season is intended to renew our joy, hope, faith and 
love. While the rest of the world rushes through to get to Christmas, we pause and reflect on who 
we are and how well prepared we are for receiving Jesus at Christmas. Here are a few 
suggestions for you to grow in your relationship with God over this Advent season: 
 

Prepare your heart 
Begin preparing for Advent through prayer. Offer your heart as a dwelling place for the Holy 
family to live in. Ask Jesus, Joseph and Mary to help you live out Advent as a time to prepare and 
wait for the coming of Jesus’ birth. 
 

Reach out to Jesus 
Each week in our parish we have weekday Masses and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
These are offered to increase God’s grace in our lives and to receive him sacramentally. In 
making time for weekday Mass we are reaching out to Jesus who is reaching out to us. Ask 
yourself, could I make time for Jesus throughout the week by attending Mass. 
 

Repent 
One of the calls of the Advent season is to prepare our hearts and repent of our sins. We focus 
on Jesus coming at Christmas but we also focus on Jesus coming for us at the end of our lives. So 
we must look into our hearts and repent of all that we have done and what we have failed to 
do. There are extra opportunities for confession throughout this month. Please try to come along 
to sacramental confession throughout the season of Advent. 
 

Come closer to Mary 
Central to our salvation is Mary, the Mother of Christ, who willingly accepted God’s plan for her 
life. She is the Mother of the Church and the Mother of each of us. There are opportunities for us 
to pray the Rosary together as a parish community, but the Church encourages us to pray the 
Rosary at home too, as a way of honouring the Mother of Christ. Why not try to say a decade of 
the Rosary to ask Our Lady to pray for us? Families with young children could put the ipads, 
phones and TV aside for a few minutes each night to say a Hail Mary together before bed. 



THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Sunday 27th November 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the First Sunday of Advent (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the First Sunday of Advent (Our Lady & St John’s) 
5.00pm   Holy Mass for the First Sunday of Advent (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Monday 28th November 
11.30am  Recitation of the Rosary (St Mary’s) 
11.30am  Confessions until 11.50am (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for Monday of the First Week of Advent (St Mary’s)  
 

Tuesday 29th November 
9.00am  Recitation of the Rosary (Our Lady & St John’s) 
9.30am  Holy Mass for Tuesday of the First Week of Advent (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.00pm  Reception of Body (St Mary’s) 
 

Wednesday 30th November 
10.00am  Requiem Mass for Philip Maguire (St Mary’s) 
6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6.55pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
6.30pm  Confessions until 6.50pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
7.00pm  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of St Andrew (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Thursday 1st December 
9.30am  School Mass for Thursday of the First Week of Advent (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Friday 2nd December 
10.00am  School Mass for Friday of the First Week of Advent (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 3rd December 
4.00pm  Confessions until 4.45pm (St Mary’s) 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass for the Second Sunday of the Season of Advent (St Mary’s) 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

30th November - Solemnity of St Andrew - St Andrew, Principle Patron of Scotland was born at 
Bethsaida, he was formerly a disciple of John the Baptist and then followed Christ, to whom he 
brought his brother Peter. With Philip he introduced the Gentiles to Christ and he was the apostle 
who pointed out the young boy with the loaves and fish. Tradition has it that after Pentecost he 
preached the Gospel in many different places and finally suffered death on a cross in Achaia, in 
Greece. How did he become the patron of our country? One legend builds upon Andrew’s 
extensive travels, claiming that he actually came to Scotland and built a church in Fife. This town 
is now called St Andrews, and the church became a centre for evangelisation, and pilgrims 
came from all over Britain to pray there. Another ancient legend recalls how it was after the 
death of Andrew, sometime in the 4th century, that several of his relics where brought to Fife by 
Rule, a native of Patras. As well as the patron of Scotland, he is also the patron of Greece, Russia, 
Italy's Amalfi and Barbados. As well as other countries, he's the patron saint of singers, spinsters, 
maidens, fishmongers, fishermen, women wanting to be mothers, gout and sore throats.  

THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
 

Next weekend we begin the Season of Advent. On Sundays our readings will come from the 
Year A cycle of readings and Year 1 for weekdays. 
During Advent there will also be additional times for confessions, please see the weekly schedule 
below, which begins on Monday: 
Monday  11.30am - 11.50am (St Mary’s) 
Wednesday 9.30am - 9.50am (St Mary’s) 
   6.30pm - 6.50pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 
Saturday  4.00pm - 4.45pm (St Mary’s) 
 
 

Saturday/Sunday 17th/18th December 
Saturday 17th 3.30pm - 4.45pm (St Mary’s) 
Sunday 18th 9.15am - 9.45am; 10.45am - 11.15pm (St Mary’s) 
   12.45pm - 1.15pm; 4.15pm - 4.45pm (Our Lady & St John’s) 



150TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST MARY’S 
 

This year we celebrate the founding of St 
Mary’s Larkhall as a parish back in 1872. This is a 
moment to give thanks to God for all that the 
parish has received from his goodness and to 
place ourselves and our future into his hands. 
His Lordship Bishop Toal will celebrate a Mass of 
Thanksgiving on the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception, Thursday 8th 
December at 7.00pm. All parishioners are very 
warmly invited to come along to this Mass. We 
are unable to serve wine in the school, but a 
table with prosecco will be situated outside the 
front of the church after Mass.  

PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £925.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £220.00 
 

TOTAL:        £1,145.00 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 

Catholic Education:    £326.00 
 

To set up a Standing Order for your collection: 
Account Name - Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

Account No - 00499758   Sort Code - 800877 

 

FOODBANK 
 

Many thanks for your generosity to 
the October collection for the 
local Foodbank. The donations of 
food amounted to 37.75kg and monetary 
donations came to £240.00. God bless you all. 

ADULT SERVERS FOR ST MARY’S 
 

Any gentleman who would be willing to help 
serving at Funerals and weekday Masses in St 
Mary’s is asked to attend a short training 
session on Monday of this week after the 
12noon Mass. 

ST ANDREW’S DAY LUNCH 
 

The St Andrew’s Day Lunch hosted by St Mary’s 
St Vincent de Paul Conference for all those 
over sixty years of age will be held at 1.00pm 
today in the Maltings. Many thanks to the SSVP 
for organising this annual get-together and to 
all those who support this event. We hope all 
those who are attending this afternoon have a 
lovely time in celebration of St Andrew, patron 
saint of our country. 

CHURCH BUILDING FUND COLLECTION 
 

A second collection will be taken up on the weekend of 10th and 11th December for our Church 
Building Fund. Since the last collection we have refurbished Our Lady & St John’s, replaced a 
condemned boiler, fixed broken slates on the roof of St Mary’s and Our Lady & St John’s, we 
paid double insurance for our parish properties and had a full health & safety audit completed & 
actioned. Anything you can give to this second collection will be very gratefully received. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Last weekend at our Vigil Mass it was a great 
joy to baptise baby Harrison Steele into the life 
of the Church as he begins his journey of faith 
as a child of God. We keep him and his mum 
and dad, Laura and Graeme, in our prayers.  

SCHOLA BENEDICTI 
 

The Schola Benedicti will be in St Mary’s in 
Lanark this evening (Sunday) at 6.00pm for 
Sung Vespers. All welcome to attend 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

If you would be willing to help set up the 
Children’s Liturgy in St Mary’s at the 10.00am 
Mass, please speak with Fr Wyllie. 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION SUNDAY 
 

Thank you for your response to the second 
collection last weekend for the work of the 
Scottish Catholic Education Service. The total 
raised was £326.00. Many thanks to Mrs McCart 
and the staff who were at Mass last weekend 
with a contingent of the boys and girls of St 
John’s and to the staff & pupils of Holy Cross.  

PARISH PASTORAL PLANNING TEAM 
 

The proposed date of the next meeting is this 
Tuesday at 7.00pm in St Mary’s Parish House. 
Included in the agenda will be the Christmas 
programme and an update on various aspects 
of parish life. If you have anything you’d like 
brought to the meeting then speak with Fr 
Wyllie, Laura Kennedy, Scott Smith, Ciaran 
Reilly, Suzanne Sherry or Russell McAllister.  

ST ANDREW’S HOSPICE 
 

The Hospice is looking for our help in raising much needed funds to sustain the wonderful work 
they do in caring for the dying. This year they are organising a Light Up A Light Badge Appeal 
and ask our support. Light Up A Life badges are available at the back of the church for £2.00. 



ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL COFFEE MORNING 
 

Before Covid after the First Friday Mass each month in St Mary’s the parishioners would be invited 
to St Mary’s Primary School for some tea, coffee and biscuits. From 2020 we have been unable to 
do that each month. Mrs Colgan invites all parishioners attending Mass on Friday morning into 
the school afterwards for the first coffee morning post-Covid.  

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

If you or someone you know will be alone on Christmas day and would like some company and 
Christmas dinner then please speak with Fr Wyllie or Bob McDermott. It has been proposed that 
we put on a Christmas dinner for those who may be alone or struggling on Christmas day. There 
would be dinner and refreshments served in the Parish Hall from 1.30pm until 4.00pm.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Selina Gold, Adrienne McEnhill, Kathy Newbound, Ernie Girvan, Pat Whalin, Charles 
Kennedy (Florida), James Ferguson, Alice Cumming, Janet McIntosh, Annette Thomson, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Mandy Murray McVie, Kevin Feeney 
 

RIP - Philip Bryson (Receiving Tuesday at 6.00pm; Requiem Mass Wednesday at 10.00am), Jack 
McGowan, Sandy Stevens, May Borthwick (Curivan), Kenny McFall, Alex Muir, Johnny Lawlor, 
John Plunkett (Spain) 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Annie Mulhearn 
 

Please remember to have your dead loved ones prayed for on their anniversary 

MASSES FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON IN OUR PARISH 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass of Christmas (Our Lady & St John’s) 
8.30pm  First Mass of Christmas (St Mary’s) 
12.00am  Midnight Mass of Christmas (St Mary’s) 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES 
10.00am  Dawn Mass of Christmas (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Day Mass of Christmas (Our Lady & St John’s) 
   No Evening Mass 

PARISH STALL 
 

Both our stalls have a variety of Christmas cards and 2023 calendars for sale. We also have 
beautiful resin cribs for sale at £22.50. If you don’t have a crib for your home or you need a new 
one then why not have a look at the crib statue today? Please try to keep Christ in Christmas by 
sending religious Christmas cards to your relatives, friends and neighbours. In purchasing from our 
parish stalls you are supporting the parish. Have a look after Mass today. 

MOTHERWELL DIOCESAN CHOIR - CAROL SERVICE 
 

The Motherwell Diocesan Choir will lead a Carol Service in St Mary’s on Wednesday 
14th December beginning at 7.00pm. All parishioners are invited to come along to 
enjoy and take part in the carol singing and in the readings and reflections. It 
promises to be a wonderful event especially in the year that we celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of St Mary’s and the 140th anniversary of the opening of 
Our Lady & St John’s. Please keep this evening free in your diary so that we can 
come together as a parish and give praise to the new born King. 

SOUTH LANARKSHIRE CREMATORIUM MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 

South Lanarkshire Crematorium Christmas Memorial Service returns on Sunday 4th December at 
2.00pm. Fr Quinn from St Leonard’s in East Kilbride is helping with the service and anyone who has 
a loved one who was cremated from SLC are welcome to attend. For more information please 
phone 0303 123 1016.  


