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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM BISHOP TOAL 
 

As Christmas approaches, I send my best wishes to all the 
people of Motherwell Diocese and offer the support of my 
prayers to you and your families. 
 

It has been a cold December and that must have caused 
added difficulties for those struggling with heating bills and 
the rise in the cost of living. In the struggles many face and 
the uncertainties about the future, it is right that we think of 
those with less and are generous in supporting local 
charities and initiatives that reach out to those in need. As 
we celebrate Christmas we recall Jesus’ birth in difficult 
circumstances, and reflecting on this we ask him to help us 
to see him in others, particularly those with least and the 
most disadvantaged. 
 

Many people have enjoyed the recent Football World Cup, and, despite the imperfections, it 
has been good for nations from around the globe to meet in sporting competition and offer 
entertainment and enjoyment to so many. As human beings we are best when we come 
together and sport does help us appreciate one another’s cultures and differences and the 
wonderful talents people from all countries have received and put on display. We are all richly 
blessed by God and each Christmas we celebrate with joy the good news of salvation, in which 
we acknowledge God’s love for all in the person of Christ the Lord, born in Bethlehem to save us 
all. 
 

Unfortunately many places do not enjoy at present the peace of Christ, and we pray especially 
for them at Christmas. We have been moved by the suffering of the Ukrainian people through 
2022 and our thoughts and prayers are with them in these dark and cold days. May peace reign 
in all our hearts, and especially in those who lead our world and make decisions which can inflict 
so much pain and destruction on others. May the Angels’ song of “Peace to all who enjoy God’s 
favour” come true for those who cry out for renewed peace and hope as 2023 approaches. 
 

I offer you a Blessed and Joyful Christmas, and a Happy New Year. 
 

With my prayers and best wishes. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

X Joseph Toal 
 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM FR WYLLIE 
 

Christmas is such a special time of year when we focus on being with family and friends, when 
we exchange gifts and cards. For us who have faith, we recall and commemorate the moment 
that God came to this world of ours to save us and redeem us, as a defenceless, fragile and 
innocent child. So as we gather to praise and honour the birth of our Saviour, I wish you and your 
families a very happy and peaceful Christmas and God’s blessings upon you all for 2023.  
Fr Wyllie 



THIS WEEK IN OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
 

Saturday 24th December 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass for the Nativity of the Lord (Our Lady & St John’s) 
8.30pm  First Mass for the Nativity of the Lord (St Mary’s) 
12.00am  Midnight Mass for the Nativity of the Lord (St Mary’s) 
 

Sunday 25th December            Both churches close after Mass 
10.00am  Dawn Mass for the Nativity of the Lord (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Day Mass for the Nativity of the Lord (Our Lady & St John’s)   
 

Monday 26th December 
   NO MASS IN THE PARISH 
    

Tuesday 27th December           OLSJ opens at 11.30am and closes after Mass 
12noon  Solemn Mass for the Feast of St John (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 28th December     St Mary’s opens at 11.30am and closes after Mass 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Feast of the Holy Innocents (St Mary’s) 
 

Thursday 29th December           OLSJ opens at 11.30am and closes after Mass 
12noon  Holy Mass for 29th December (Our Lady & St John’s) 
 

Friday 30th December                St Mary’s open at 11.30am and closes after Mass 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Feast of the Holy Family (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 31st December            St Mary’s opens at 3.30pm and closes after Mass 
5.00pm  Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (St Mary’s) 
 

Sunday 1st January                     St Mary’s opens 9.00am until after Mass; OLSJ 11.30am until after Mass 
10.00am  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (St Mary’s) 
12noon  Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Our Lady & St John’s) 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK  
 

25th December - The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord - Preceded only in importance by the 
celebration of the Paschal Mystery (Easter Triduum), the Church has no more ancient a tradition 
than the celebration of the Christmas Season: from Jesus’ humble birth in Bethlehem; the 
announcement of his birth to the shepherds by the angels; the revelation to the three wise men 
and their subsequent adoration of the child; his Baptism in the River Jordan and the Father’s 
declaration of Jesus as “Beloved Son” and the beginning of his public ministry. The other feasts of 
Christmastime (St Stephen, St John the Evangelist, the Holy Innocents, the Solemnity of Mary, the 
Mother of God) all have an intimate connection to the Lord’s manifestation. 
 

26th December - Feast of St Stephen - St Stephen has the title of Protomartyr, the first to die a 
martyr’s death for Christ. He was one of the seven “men of good reputation’ chosen in the Acts 
of the Apostles to serve the practical needs of the community so that the apostles could devote 
themselves to prayer and preaching. They are seen as the first deacons. Almost at once, though, 
Stephen is involved in preaching, and it makes such an impact that he is seen as a threat by the 
authorities, and he is put to death. He is the patron of stonemasons and bricklayers. 
 

27th December - Feast of St John - St John was one of the three apostles, along with his brother St 
James (the Greater) and St Peter, whom Our Lord took with him on special occasions. Jesus 
nicknamed him and James ‘Boanerges’ (Sons of Thunder). He may be the ‘Beloved Disciple’ of 
the Fourth Gospel who was present at the crucifixion and to whom Jesus commended his 
mother; with St Peter he ran to the tomb where “he saw and he believed”. The Book of 
Revelation, the Book of the Apocalypse, and three letters in the New Testament are attributed to 
him. He suffered exile to the island of Patmos and other punishments for preaching Christ but, by 
tradition, he did not die a martyrs death like the other apostles. He is the patron saint of love, 
loyalty, friendships and authors, as well as being the co-patron of Our Lady & St John’s. 
 

28th December - Feast of the Holy Innocents - The Feast of the Holy Innocents arises from the 
description of King Herod the Great’s murder of many children under 2 years old to be sure the 
“infant King of the Jews”, announced by the three wise men, would be no threat to him. They 
are honoured as the patrons of babies.  
 

30th December - Feast of the Holy Family of Nazareth - The Feast of the Holy Family, celebrates in 
one Feast day, the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, their joys and their sorrows.  



PARISH FINANCES 
 

Collection & Donations:   £935.00 
Standing Orders & Bank Transfers: £110.00 
Stall:       £80.00 
 

TOTAL:        £1,125.00 
 

Many thanks for your very generous support 
 
 

To set up a Standing Order for your collection: 
Account Name - Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

Account No - 00499758   Sort Code - 800877 
 

All UK Taxpayers can join the Giftaid scheme. 

 

SICK & HOUSEBOUND 
 

Fr Wyllie apologises profusely for not managing 
to get round all the sick and housebound 
before Christmas. Last week he had a virus and 
this past week a bit of a cough and cold. He 
will visit all the sick during the month of January. 

CRIB COLLECTION 
 

A box is available at the crib for parishioners to 
contribute to the work done on our behalf by St 
Margaret’s Children & Family Care Society. The 
box will be at the crib from Christmas Eve until 
the Solemnity of the Epiphany. Please give as 
generously as you can to support the 
wonderful work St Margaret’s do in finding 
loving adoptive homes for children and for the 
work they do in education and therapy. 

       CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 
 

Rather than having two collections at our Christmas Masses, only one will be taken up. So please 
include your Christmas Collection offering in the Offertory Collection. For those who donate to 
the parish through Giftaid, please take and fill out an envelope which you will find at the back of 
the church and place in the Offertory Collection at Mass this weekend.  

PLEASE NOTE: NO MASS IN THE PARISH ON BOXING DAY. 

JUSTICE & PEACE 
 

Justice & Peace Scotland focuses 
on social justice, peacebuilding, 
promoting care for creation and 
human rights and supporting the 
Catholic community to live the values of the 
Gospel in service to the poor and marginalised. 
There will be a retiral collection on Sunday 8th 
January for the work they do. A box will be 
available at the back of the church for 
donations. If you would be interested in helping 
to set up and form a Justice & Peace Group in 
our parish then please speak with Fr Wyllie. 
Some of the most pertinent issues of today are 
very relevant to the Justice & Peace mission.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Each year we celebrate the Feast of St John on 27th December. Sadly, it can be a forgotten 
Feast day as it is so close to Christmas when most people are hibernating or recovering from the 
excesses of Christmas day and Boxing day, which is a shame as he is the co-patron of Our Lady 
& St John’s and patron of St John’s Primary. Fr Wyllie is proposing to have a special Mass in Our 
Lady & St John’s on Tuesday 27th December at 12noon followed by a little reception and party in 
the Parish Hall afterwards where there will be soup and sandwiches available with tea and 
coffee, prosecco and orange juice. You are free to bring your own bottle too and make an 
afternoon of it. Please consider joining us for the Feast Day of St John at Mass and then the Parish 
Hall afterwards. To keep the children occupied there will be fun activities and games. It promises 
to be a fun day for all the family, so please come along.  

MANY THANKS 
 

Fr Wyllie would like to thank all those parishioners who have handed in cards and gifts to the 
Parish Houses over the past few days for him and Baloo. Your kindness and support is very much 
appreciated and never taken for granted. May God reward you all for your kindness and 
generosity. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SICK - Joyce Heeley, Phyllis Nicholson, Selina Gold, Adrienne McEnhill, Kathy Newbound, Ernie 
Girvan, Pat Whalin, Charles Kennedy (Florida), Janet McIntosh, Annette Thomson, Kathleen 
Brannigan, Mandy Murray McVie, Kevin Feeney 
 

RIP - Michael Lyons, Patricia Power, Adrienne McEnhill, Mary Margaret McNeil, Jerry Dunn 
 

MONTHS MINDS & ANNIVERSARIES - Robert Maguire, Ian Quinn, Billy & Eileen Douglas, Elizabeth 
Lynch 

BISHOPS’ STATEMENT ON GENDER RECOGNITION REFORM BILL (SCOTLAND) 
 

The Church is pastorally sensitive to the experience of those who desire to have a body and identity other than 
their biological sex. They are to be met with compassion and a particular care and support in the challenges 
and distress that come with a diagnosis of gender dysphoria. We are gravely concerned about the changes 
proposed by the Scottish Government’s Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill.     The Bill introduces a 
system of self-identification, allowing a person to change their legal sex without the need for a medical 
diagnosis of gender dysphoria or having to consult a doctor. Removing this requirement and denying the 
important medical oversight that goes with it, will inevitably reduce the opportunity for crucial healthcare, 
support, and protection for vulnerable individuals, including children.    Children must be protected from making 
permanent legal declarations about their gender which may lead to irreversible elective interventions, including 
surgery. Lowering the minimum age from 18 to 16 and introducing a system of self-identification will put more 
children and young people on this path. Our concerns are amplified by the intervention of the Scottish Council 
on Human Bioethics, which has described the Bill as ‘unsafe’ and likely to harm young people.   Women’s 
organisations also have recorded their own concerns about the Bill, principally that the proposed reforms will 
increase risks to safety of women and girls by men self-declaring as female and accessing women-only spaces. 
There are also real concerns that the proposals will mean a female healthcare practitioner will no longer be 
guaranteed for women and girls, even when it is requested.   The freedom to hold the reasonable view that sex 
and gender are given and immutable and disagree with the idea of gender as fluid and separable from 
biological sex should be upheld. Particularly for those who work in education, healthcare, the prison service, or 
as marriage celebrants who, from both reasonable and religious perspectives, hold an understanding of 
marriage as a union between one man and one woman. We urge members of the Scottish Parliament to 
uphold these freedoms and to oppose this Bill.  

 

X     CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCES     X 
 

Betty, Eddie, Wullie & Margaret McCabe, The Sweeney & McCabe Families, Kathleen McGeoch, 
Bunty Kane, Margaret McGeechan, Millicent Lynch, Frank Campbell, Alice, Cornelius Weir & 
Family, John & Jane McMurray, Philip & Ida Holton, Amelia & Ken Gough, Jim & Mary Dow, 
Alexander Young, David Yardley Kennedy, Robert Kennedy Snr, Robert Kennedy Jnr, Baby 
Robert Daniel David Kennedy, Christina McCluskey, Christina Weller, Christina Fuller, Margaret 
Hotchkiss, James Hotchkiss, Maureen Hutchens, Margaret McGeechan, Vincent Connan, 
Geared Griffin, Robert Russell, James & Catherine Sweeney, Frank McCorry, James & Catherine 
McLaren, Monica & Charles McCorry, The McLaren, McCorry, Wedlock & Payne Families, The 
Morrison, Maguire & McStay Families, The Boyle & Walker Family, Jim Walker, Agnes Morrison, 
John Creechan, Thomas & Catherine Kennedy, Michael & Annie Creechan, The Kennedy Family, 
The Creechan Family, The Gowans, Connachan, Williamson & Connor Families, John McManus, 
John & Jane McMurray, Members of the Reilly & McManus Families, Cathie Deerin, Chrissie Ferris, 
Frank Lyons, Ellen Mullen, Gerard Wyllie, Hugh & Margaret Wyllie, George Wyllie, Martin Wyllie, 
Annie Mulhearn, David James, Jim Hoey, Margaret Douglas, Jim McShane, Very Reverend Kieran 
Canon O’Farrell, Very Reverend William Canon Dunnachie, Very Reverend Giles Canon Goward, 
Very Reverend Harry Canon McGinn, Jim Somerville, Alan Rennie, Annie McNally, Charlie 
McNally Snr, Charlie McNally Jnr, Johnnie McNally, Stan & Mary Kos, Elizabeth Wightman, The 
Grant Family, Thomas McDonagh, The Goodwin Family, Jim Higgins, The Melville Family, The 
McKenna Family, Chris Crumley, John & Betty Connachan, Joseph & Margaret Cassidy, Maureen 
Crawley, John & Letty Gonnella, John & Emily Leonard, Cathie & Tommy Tierney, Martin Gibney, 
Ann McConville, Peter McLaughlin, Mary McLaughlin, Mary Smillie, May Duncan, Archie Duncan, 
Andrew Rooney, Veronica McLaughlin, John Tamburrini, Mary Dawson, The Burgess, Dawson & 
Fleming Families, Canon McGinn, John Dickson, Pat O’Donnell, Maureen Hutchens, Alice 
Watters, Jean Gordon, Babs McGurk, Margaret & Jimmy Smith, Doreen & Graham Murphy, 
Agnes Murdoch, Michael Farrell, John Kennedy, Helen Kennedy, Bernadette Kennedy, Peter 
Farrell, Jerry Dunn, Marion Houston, Desmond Houston, Jim & Elizabeth Sherry, Logan Ross, Mary 
Hay, Bernard Hagen, Stacy McLaughlan, David Kinnie. 


